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INTER-AFRICAN AFFAIRS 


KGB ACTIVITIES IN AFRICAN NATIONS DESCRIBED 
Paris POLITIQUE INTERNATIONALE in French Winter 83/84 pp 229-239 


[Article by Pascal Chaigneau, instructor at the University of Paris II and 
professor at the International Relations Studies Institute: "The KGB and 
Africa” ] 


[Text] The center of political rivalries, a theater for military operations 
ranging from the engulfing of Chad in the Ethiopian-Somali conflict to the 
guerrilla combat knowingly maintained from Mozambique to Namibia--Africa 
undeniably poses a problem. From Addis Ababa to Ndjamena, 1983 was rich in 
lessons on this point. 


The product of the unprecedented dynamism on the part of the Soviet intelli- 
gence services characteristic of the Andropov era,! the hardening of African 
penetration by the KGB2 and the GRU3 can be seen as the logical consequence 
of the career profiles of the new masters in the Kremlin. 


After infiltrating his former direct colleagues in the key mechanisms of 
the state apparatus in order to eliminate the Brezhnev supporters of the 
"Dnepropetrovsk clan,” it is obvious that Andropov sees the KGB machinery 
more than ever as a privileged tool of Soviet expansionisn. 


If it is still too soon to say whether Andropov is in the process of succeed- 
ing where Beria and Shelepin failed in their efforts to infiltrate the party 
with police service agents, it is possible on the other hand to wonder about 
the KGB as the protagonist of preference in the Kremlin strategy. In this 
connection the African example is revealing concerning the techniques charac- 
teristic of the underground actions of the Soviets. 


The KGB as the Tool of Choice for the USSR African Policy 


Three main aspects characterize the overall operations of the Soviet services 
in Africa: structures for action in the field, guerrilla training and pene- 
tration techniques. 


Where the structures established are concerned, in addition to the Ninth and 
10th Departments of the First Directorate of the KGB, which are in charge of 
activities in English-speaking and French-speaking African countries, respec- 
tively, the Eighth Department concerns itself specifically, for its part, 
with the former Portuguese colonies.4 The Institute of African Studies in 

















Moscow, established in 1959, works closely with these departments, and it was 
provided in 1975 with one of the most important computer data banks developed 
to date on Africa. 


The Second Directorate of the KGB, in charge of counterespionage, has for its 
part the task of surveillance of the African embassies in the Soviet Union, 
as well as African nationals in the USSR (diplomats, journalists and students 
among others). 


Moreover, although it is autonomous, the KGB collaborates directly with the 
Ministry of Foreign Affaics, which, in practice, defines the strategic guide- 
lines in accordance with party dictates. 


In addition, the very title of the Fifth Directorate of the GRU--"Strategic 
Intelligence in Africa"--suffices to explain the complementary work of the 
military services. 

Parallel with this, the GRU officers are not only appointed as "military 
attaches” to the So- iet embassies in Africa, but also as diplomats, along 
with the KGB personnel (which itself supplements its already overcrowded 
ranks with local representatives of the Tass and Novosti press agencies, 
headed by KGB Gen Ivanovich Udaltsov). To this picture must further be added 
the multiple “cooperation missions,” cooperative assistants, and technical 
and military advisers, as well as the management personnel of the Inturist 
agencies. 


One can obtain a more accurate idea of the presence of the KGB in Africa from 
the fact that, according to the most realistic sources,” there were some 
43,692 military personnel from the Eastern bloc and 39,312 “technical and 
economic advisers" working in 23 black African countries in 1983 (it would be 
well to weight these figures using a coefficient of variation of 1 to 5 per- 
cent, because of the regular personnel turnover and, above all, the difficul- 
ties inherent in establishing useful statistics in this realm). 


As a complement to this presence in the field, the Soviet Union is a past 
master in the realm of guerrilla training on its own territory. 


Thus since the 1960s, the KGB and the GRU have established various guerrilla 
training centers where the future leading cadres of the "national liberation 
movements’ are given instruction. Currently, three centers of this sort can 
be pinpointed in the USSR.© One is the win, center in Leningrad, one is 
in Odessa and one is in Sigulda, near Moscow. 


Every year, 600 citizens of African nations (the majority are Namibians) are 
trained there in “apprenticeships” which last an average of 9 months. These 
centers additionally make it possible to train the future socialist elite, 
and they raise the issue of a much more general problem: that of the tech- 
niques typically used by the Soviet services. 


In this field, the KGB uses three main and complementary techniques with a 
view to its penetration of African territory: 








--Establishment of a local network, 

--Development of a parallel network and the establishment of a “breeding 
area’ stocked with African nationals, and 

-~The establishment of African services infiltrated by the KGB. 


Both on the functional and chronological levels, support is guaranteed all 
KGB actions in an African nation by the establishment of a local network. It 
makes up the “rezidentura.” It is put in place as soon as diplomatic rela- 
tions are established with the African nation. The embassy and any Soviet 
consulates there may be are its ‘oundations, and from them work is done to 
develop the influence of the service. This is done as rapidly as possible, 
since the Soviets have learned that it is in this stage of its formation that 
it is best to circumscribe a young state or a new regime. 


Subsequently the Soviet authorities assigned locally will work to develop a 
parallel network made up of African nationals. Thus one of the basic tasks 
of the KGB will be to recruit native politicians, cadres and technicians, and 
the embassy moreover has subsidies available for the purpose. They are gen- 
erally allocated to the second secretary, who also, most of the time, has the 
responsibility for this policy of “recruiting” on the spot. 


When it is adequately structured, this parallel network then takes on the 
dimensions of a veritable branch office under the jurisdiction of the ambas- 
sador, who very often has the rank of regional director (for one nation or a 
group of nations) of the Soviet secret services (KGB and GRU). 


In addition, in the Soviet Union itself, the KGB's recruiting task develops 
in a way directly proportional to the number of citizens from the African 
nation involved in the USSR at the time. In this connection, the military 
personnel taking training in the Soviet war schools, African party cadres 
sent for training and the students at the Patrice Lumumba University in 
Moscow are all priority targets. With this task in view, the African Special 
Service has as its main task the establishment of a training ground for the 
national or ethnic elite who will shortly infiltrate the state apparatus in 
their countries, and in the medium or long range, can serve as a replacement 
pool, since the main concern of the Soviets, where the African political 
decision-makers, for whom sudden changes are hardly rare, are concerned, is 
being able to continue their presence and their influence. 


While there are some who minimize the impact of this practice, arguing that 
the fact is that the majority of Africans leave the USSR permanently dis- 
illusioned with socialism, this optimism would seem somewhat simplistic. In 
fact, even if this is the case, the vast majority "will play the game” once 
they are back in their native lands, insofar as, while the prestige of the 
training provided in the USSR is seen as mediocre, criticism of the country 
providing one's training would be the same as denigrating oneself. And 
secondly, since nearly 20,000 Africans and Malagasy citizens are currently 
being trained in the USSR and the Eastern countries, less than 1 percent of 
the total would already be more than enough to renew the parallel networks of 
the KGB apparatus. 











And finally, the last axis of the activities designed to ensure political- 
police control of the African countries is the establishment in the field of 
national political and military services infiltrated by the KGB. For 
example, in the allied countries (Congo, Angola, Benin, Mozambique and 
Ethiopia, in particular), the USSR will propose to the chiefs of state that 
services inspired by the KGB be developed as guarantees of security and the 
elimination of potential opposition forces. However, export of the model is 
systematically accompanied by the infiltration of these services by agents 
who have a cover, and are often Africans themselves (although the Soviets 
have a sometimes visceral mistrust of the latter). 


In addition, the immediate goal of the KGB is therefore the insidious annexa- 
tion of the African services by its own local networks, by means of the 
placement in the latter of individuals trained during their stay in the 
Soviet Union. 


Far from having guaranteed his security, the “friendly” chief of state has 
become a pawn in the hands of the Soviets. Often he fails to understand 
until after the fact that any political change of position on his part is 
likely to result in a palace revolution, the more simply since a replacement 
pool has already been established for this purpose. His maneuvering room and 
the possibility of his making new ideological-political choices have been 
practically reduced to zero. These factors contribute to a better under- 
standing of the problems in the Congo, Benin, Angola and Ethiopia. 


This phenomenon is the more topical since the KGB is a past master in playing 
the double game, and even while the bonds are being tightened with an allied 
regime, the Kremlin authorities will never cease to establish closer con- 
tacts, through other special services, with its opponents in exile or its 
local civilian and military opponents. 


With its concern for providing for every eventuality, the “brotherly country” 
will thus, through a triple hierarchy of activity, have minimized the oppor- 
tunities for the African government to change its direction (while at the 
same time structuring a whole range of possible “replacement solutions"). 


In short, in the countries allied with the West, the KGB will establish its 


agents in the local communist parties ,® the political groups opposing the 
regime, and the religious minorities. 


In the countries with a socialist orientation, the Soviet presence will be 
renewed in the communist parties, through economic and military aid, as well 
as by means of the training of the personnel to staff the state in Soviet 
universities and schools. 


Finally, in the countries without a clear orientation toward one or the other 
of the two blocs, the strategy will be based on a triptych ot activities-- 
infiltration, disinformation, and recruiting of local contract agents .? 


What is more, the KGB sometimes has considerable support in these procedures 
from the secret services of the East European, Cuban and North Korean govern- 
ments. 











The Role of Other Countries in Surnort of the KGB 


Within the duties of the 1lth Department of the First Directorate of the 

KGB, 10 or the “advisers' department,” Moscow has a guarantee of the 
coordination of the actions of the Soviet, Cuban and East European services. 
Parallel with this, the KGB resident in each of the capitals of these nations 
annually approves the “program” of such service. 


Thus, in its African structure, the KGB has support which, added to its own 
power, makes of it by far the first service in this field. 


The East German MFSl! and the Czechoslovak STB!2 thus make a very special 
contribution to Soviet penetration and work closely with the very active 
Cuban General Directorate of Intelligence (DGI). 


Despite the difficulties experienced in clarifying the respective roles and 
activities of the Eastern bloc secret services, because of the way they are 
interlocked with the KGB, the Cuban DGI can by itself serve as an example to 
illustrate the scope of the tasks which fall to these specialized contribu- 
tors to the aims of the USSR. 


A few figures will in fact illustrate the current role of the Cubans in sub- 
Saharan Africa. For example, it is possible to list the following military 
and other agents working there: 13 


About: 20,000 technicians and advisers in Angola 
650 military advisers and special services cadres in Mozambique 
More than: 6,000 military advisers in Ethiopia 
420 technicians in Tanzania 
Almost: 300 military advisers in Congo 
250 military advisers in Guinea 
150 military advisers in Equatorial Guinea 
110 military advisers in Sierra Leone 
About: 100 military advisers in Guinea-Bissau 
70 advisers in Sao Tome and Principe 
35 advisers in Madagascar 
About: 20 advisers in Benin. 


(It should be noted that the figures provided in this connection are con- 
stantly being analyzed, as is the ranking. The CIA itself is responsible for 
establishing monthly, and often approximate, figures, based on: (1) the 
logistic flow of personnel; (2) personnel repatriated and replaced by the 
assignment of other contributors, East German, Vietnamese, etc.; and (3) the 
lack of verifiable information regarding certair countries.) 


Basically oriented toward military tasks, the Cubans appear today as the 
direct extension of the Soviet presence in Africa. 


If Cuba has been “costing” the USSR more than a million dollars a day in 
economic aid since it joined the CEMA, Havana provides the Soviet Union with 
immeasurable support in its expansionist policy as a counterpart .14 





Now the leading actors on the African scene, the Cubans are used by the 
Kremlin authorities for tasks of a military nature where the direct action of 
the Red Army could not be contemplated. 


In this connection, three types of situations have to date led to Guban 
intervention in Africa: an open conflict requiring military aid (Ethiopia); 
guerrilla forces requiring military support (Mozambique, Angola); and the 
desire of certain chiefs of state to siaff their armies with foreign officers 
(Congo, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Equatorial Guinea, Sierra Leone, and, on a 
lower level, Benin). 


Concerned with throttling any likelihood of a military putsch in advance, 
those who make the political decisions in the African nations with a social- 
ist orientation have thus turned toward the USSR and Cuba in order to ensure 
the staffing of their military establishments with foreign personnel. 


The entire problem then comes down to the fact that these African government 
leaders have become, a contrario, the prisoners of a new type of risk (af- 
fecting their personal safety), often coming to depend on this foreign per- 
sonnel which supervises the national armies and, more particularly, the 
presidential guard corps.!5 


In identical fashion, the North Korean military services will hencefurth be 
responsible for safeguarding the Soviet interests. 


For example, in Madagascar, where the Cubans' presence remains particularly 
weak, some 300 soldiers who have been detached from Pyongyang are training 
and staffing the Pretorian guard of President Ratsiraka, for whom they have 
just completed a new palace outside the capital, where they will be respon- 
sible for security.1l6 


As a result of these processes, the maneuvering room available to a number of 
chiefs of state is only theoretically broad, and it would be wrong to believe 
that the always privileged economic relations with the West change the situ- 
ation in any way. In fact, while the West continues to provide these nations 
with economic aid, in the hope of maintaining not only its foreign markets 
there, but also exerting some political influence (Congo, Benin, Guinea and 
Madagascar, where France is concerned in particular), the USSR has been able 
to infiltrate the key positions of control of the regime, either directly or 
through intermediary contributors, without having spent any more than 0.004 
percent of its gross national product on bilateral economic aid to Africa. 

In this connection, the Soviet strategy shows itself to be incomparabiy 
superior to that of the West. 


KGB Strength Compared to the Western Services 


In view of the relative weakening of the British MI6 since the 1960s, 
although just following World War II the Intelligence Service had control 
extending over the whole of the African continent, only the American Central 
Intelligence Agency appears capable today of competing with the KGB in this 
' field. However, although the CIA may hold the record for clandestine opera- 
tions in Africa,1/7 one would err in believing that its presence there is 











comparable to that of the Soviet services. In fact, neither its networks nor 
its structures are any longer capable of providing it in black Africa with 
the formidable influence it enjoys in Latin America and Southeast Asia. In 
fact, only Zaire, Kenya and, to a lesser extent, Nigeria, can at the present 
time be regarded as firm CIA bases in that part of the continent. 


Moreover, it can never be stressed too much that while the Soviets and their 
assistants constitute a harmonious body in their action in this field, with 
coordinated functioning, the Western services are still far from full collab- 


oration, with rivalries and “private preserves" still holding sway. 


In addition, the French services with special expertise concerning Africa 
have since 1981 been experiencing an internal crisis which has substantially 
weakened them. 


Following the reorganization of the Foreign Intelligence and Counterintelli- 
gence Service (SDECE), which became the General Foreign Security Office 
(DGSE) on 4 April 1982, the new French government (11 months after it took 
office) saw fit to place new men at the head of the political-military intel- 
ligence services for Africa. 


Within this context, Africa, an area where discord is traditional, was to be 
the focus of internal blockage within the French services. The first symptom 
of this phenomenon was seen in what we will call the “antisocialist campaign” 
waged in Gabon by the French authorities assigned to Libreville, who were 
fearful that they were about to be dismissed. It is known, moreover, that 
the visit paid by President Mitterand to Libreville in January of 1983 had, 
among its other purposes, the normalization of the tense relations (this dis- 
pute was further aggravated at the end cf 1983, as a result, in particular, 
of the publication of the work “African Affairs” by Pierre Pean, which the 
Gabonese authorities, which were directly linked with political and financial 
scandals, ordered seized). 


On 1 September 1981, it was in Rangui, where General Kolingba had just over- 
thrown David Dacko, since the military services assigned locally apparently 
failed to inform Paris of it, that the second act of the “divorce” between 
the French authorities and these local detachments was played out. The 
transfer of power between Messrs. Dacko and Kolingba, it would thus seem, 
occurred at the Roux camp on the evening of 30 August 1981, while the local 
agents “were not in a position to inform Paris of it.” 


The Elysee Palace was thus gradually led to speak of disinformation, to the 
point that, according to Francois Soudan, it is necessary for the African 
Section of the DGSE “to verify the reports submitted through competitive 
services, on an almost regular basis. "18 


Even if the African orientations were little changed, the new decision makers 
for French policy learned on that occasion how delicate a matter it is to 
“loyalize” networks organized more than 20 years earlier. 


The scope of this process can be measured by noting that, as a corollary, the 
French authoriti~s undertook, beginning in November 1981, to establish a 

















“parallel line” for military intelligence in Africa. Thus the Elysee Palace 
was to gradually develop networks comingunder the direct jurisdiction of che 
Presidency of the Republic. 


In view of the power of the KGB and the weakness, at least relatively speak- 
ing, of the West, it seems to us that the Western strategies in Africa should 
be invested with a new dynamism. For lack of a more efficient and harmonious 
adaptation of the policies, it is evident that the Soviet hegemonic efforts 
will continue the work of destroying stability on this continent, a task 
already well under way. 


This phenomenon is still more topical to the extent that there is every indi- 
cation that the war being waged by the intelligence services in Africa will 
intensify in the years to come. The priority axes for the Soviet activities 
can be described as Western Sahara, African Horn, Namibia and South Africa. 


Since it has become the focus of the new strategic, economic and geopolitical 
gambits,!9 Africa undoubtedly appears as a potential field20 for para- 
military intervention, clandestine operations and carefully orchestrated 
coups d'etat. Very logically, the future in Africa will depend to a great 
extent on the ability to offset the penetration and the subversive campaigns 
of the Soviet services and those assisting them. In this connection, failing 
a real adaptation of its counterespionage services, France itself is likely 
to see Africa, including its current privileged partners, very rapidly becom- 
ing the private battlefield for the rivalries between the two superpowers. 


Following decolonization by Portugal which was particularly disastrous for 
the West, an almost total loss of influence by the Belgian authorities and a 
retreat for the British which is to say the least significant, any hesitation 
in French policy could only favor the enduring strengthening of the positions 
of the USSR in the African theater. 


In fact, whatever the intrinsic strength of the Soviet services may be, it 
must be admitted that their leading asset lies in their ability to know how 
to profit from our weaknesses. 


FOOTNOTES 


1. It will be recalled that Yuriy Andropov had as his predecessors heading 
the KGB Ivan Serov (1954-1958), Aleksandr Shelepin (1958-1962) and 
Vladimir Semichastnyy (1962-1967). Since 1982, former Chekist Viktor 
Chebrikov has controlled the fate of the KGB. 


2. The Komitet Gosudarstvennoy Bezopasnosti [Committee for State Security] 
was established on 14 March 1954, as the worthy heir to the Cheka (1917- 
1922), the GPU (1922-1934), the NKVD (1934-1946) and the MGB (1946- 
1954). See Bernard Chantebout, “Constitution of Law and Political 
Science,” Paris, Armand Colin, 1982, pp 384 et seq. 


3. The Glavnoye Razvedyvatel'noy Upravleniye (Army Intelligence Directorate) 
was founded by Trotsky and is currently headed by General Ivatovchin. 
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It will be noted that the KGB is divided into four general administra- 
tions whose activities are coordinated by the KORSIGS (Coordination Com- 
mittee), for Foreign Intelligence, Counterespionage and State Security, 
Counterespionage Within the Red Army, and Frontier Surveillance. 


AFRICA CONFIDENTIAL. 


See Roger Faligot, "Secret Services in Africa,” Paris, Sycomore, p 95. 
To which should be added Mantanzas, near Havana, created by the Cubans 
6 years ago. 


By way of further explanation, 19 parties of the communist type can be 
counted in sub-Saharan Africa and Madagascar. They are the Communist 
Party of South Africa, the Popular Movement for the Liberation of Angola 
(MPLA) in Angola, the People's Revolution Party of Benin (PRPB), the 
Congolese Labor Party (PCT), the People's Popular Party of Ghana, the 
Voltan Revolutionary Communist Party, the Communist Party of Lesotho, the 
Mozambique Liberation Front (FRELIMO), the Socialist Workers and Farmers 
Party in Nigeria, the African Independence Party in Senegal, the Revolu- 
tionary Movement for New Democracy in Senegal, the Popular Democratic 
Union in Senegal, the Socialist Workers Organization in Senegal, the 
Sudanese Communist Party, the Vanguard of the Madagascar Revolution 
(AREMA), the Congress Party for Malagasy Independence (AKFM)-KDRSM 
(Democratic Committee To Support the Malagasy Socialist Revolution), and 
the Marxist-Leninist Party being established in Ethiopia. Six of these 
parties with a Marxist-Leninist ethic are in power: the MPLA in Angola, 
the PRPB in Benin, the AREMA in Madagascar, the PCT in Congo, the FRELIMO 
in Mozambique and the Ethiopian party. 


For a parallel with the situation in the Middle East, see Dominique 
Sigaud, “The KGB in the Middle East," BULLETIN D'INFORMATION SUR 
L' INTERVENTION CLANDESTINE, No 9, 1982, pp 8-11. 


See Roger Faligot, op. cit., p 106. 


. Ministerium fur Staatssicherheit, headed by Marcus Wolff in Berlin. 
. Statni Tajna Bezpecnost, headed by Rado Kaska in Prague. 


. AFRICA CONFIDENTIAL, op. cit. To analyze the development as compared to 


1978, see Faligot, op. cit., p 104. 


. Concerning this overall problem, see the various works by Prof Annie 


Kriegel, and in particular “The Dimensions of Soviet Expansionism,” in LE 
SYSTEME COMMUNISTE MONDIAL, UN MONDE EN EXPANSION, IFRI, 1982, pp 249-281. 


. Concerning this problem, within its overall political and strategic con- 


text, see our articles in the periodicals POUVOIRS, No 21, 1982; DEFENSE 
NATIONAL, April 1983; and PENANT, August-December 1983. 
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18. 


19. 


20. 
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See our article entitled “Madagascar: The Economic Crisis in View of 
Political Vicissitudes,” L'AFRIQUE ET L'ASIE MODERNES, CHEAM [Center for 
Advanced Administrative Studies on Modern Africa and Asia], December 
1983. 


For a study of the actions undertaken by the CIA in Ghana, Angola, South 
Africa, Mozambique and Kenya, see "Dirty Work: The CIA in Africa,” a 
collective study edited by Sean MacBride, London, Roy, Schaap, Van Meter 
and Wolf, 1980. 


In JEUNE AFRIQUE, No 112, 28 April 1982, p 24. 

On this strategic dimension of Africa and the Indian Ocean, see our 
articles in DEFENSE NATIONALE, April 1983, and LA REVUE DIPLOMATIQUE DE 
L'OCEAN INDIEN, October 1983. 

On the potential fragility of the African political field, see the work 


by Philippe Decraene entitled "Old Africa, Young Nations," Paris, PUF 
[French University Press], 1982. 
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ANGOLA 





MALANJE FARMERS CITE PROBLEMS AFFECTING PRODUCTION 
Luanda JORNAL DE ANGOLA in Portuguese 22 Feb 84 p 12 


[Excerpt] Lack of technical and material assistance, fuels and lubricants, 
ecological problems and the political-military situation were the reasons given 
for not carrying out the 1983 agricultural production plan in Malanje Province. 


This assertion was made at the close of the work sessions of the Fourth Expand- 
ed Advisory Council of the Provincial Delegation of Agriculture [DPA] held 
recently in this city. The participants agreed that production methods 

beyond the range of possibility should not be imposed. 


To assure the future success of agricultural activities through the implemen- 
tation of new techniques, the council recommended greater utilization of 
international cooperation for training skilled personnel and arranging seminars 
on methodology and control in higher-level programs. 


It was also decided that businesses should use any means available to support 
farm production in rural areas and that this effort should be carried out in 
coordination with the National Directorate for Support of Agricultural Coopera- 
tivism (DNACA). 


Among the measures adopted by the Agriculture Consulting Council, it is 
indicated that DNACA and the National Directorate for the Preservation of 
Nature (DNACO) should conduct research on fish breeding (pisciculture) in 


Cacuso. 


Moreover, the two directorates are to set up a reforestation program in areas 
which have suffered the greatest amount of strippping for land clearing 
purposes and the lumber company (EMAD) is to devote its efforts to the 
construction of hatcheries. 


Lastly, the council pointed out the need to conduct a study on areas where 
farmer associations are, or are going to be, established and indicated that 
greater attention should be paid to the sector of conventional activities. 


It was also decided that the sector supporting private agriculture should now 


be directly subordinate to the provincial delegate to create greater dynamism 
in its operation. 
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Internationalists Rebuild School 


A group of Cuban internationalists who are cooperating in various sectors 
in Malanje Province are planring to rebuild a schoél at the primary level 
called "Commandant Cowboy," according to information received by ANGOP from 


a reliable source. 


It should be pointed out that the above-mentioned school has been in bad 
condition for more than 5 months and that, in addition to its bad state of 
preservation, it has been struggling with a shortage of desks and teachers. 


This gesture, which symbolizes the degree of friendship and solidarity 
between the Cuban and Angolan peoples, will be repeated by those internation- 
alists in the case of another school which is also in need of reparations. 


8568 
CSO: 3442/300 
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ANGOLA 


NATIONAL SOFT-DRINK INDUSTRY ON VERGE OF COLLAPSE 
Luanda JORNAL DE ANGOLA in Portuguese 23 Feb 84 pp 1, 12 
[Article by Americo Goncalves] 


[Text] The soft-drink industry is on the verge of collapse and requires 
urgent measures to survive; this is the least that can be concluded, accord- 
ing to a statement made by Magalhaes da Silva, head of that sector. 


Without spare parts or extensive reparations recommended for its proper 
operation since 1972, and with all the equipment being subjected to succes- 
Sive alterations in an attempt to remedy the situation, the status of the 
industry is, in plain terms, alarming. 


Despite not always being affected by a shortage of raw material, which of 
itself causes damage, for example, shortages of sugar or gas, various units 
have been shut down due to a lack of small and large spare parts and even 
by a breakdown in physical structures. 


The situation can be evaluated in terms of the present production levels 
which, compared with those of 2 years ago--which were already below normal-- 
hardly amount to one-third. 


SOFANCO [Angolan Soft-Drink Company], one of the country's largest, has been 
shut down for 2 years; Mission, with three production lines in its systen, 
has only one in operation; and the situation is no different at the Cabinda, 
Kwanza-Norte and Uige plants which include some mineral-water facilities. 


Obviously, this worrisome situation has not failed to reach the attention of 
the officials of the food industry and they, in turn, have solicited inter- 
national assistance to resolve the situation. 


This assistance is aimed at restoring the nine companies of the north and 
south-central areas of the country--namely, SOFANCO, soft-drink plant, Vitoria, 
Central Soft-Drink Company, Vitoria Company and SUMANGOL de Benguela which 
makes carbonated soft-drinks, SIRAL, Bangola do Norte, in Uige, which started 
out producing natural juices but is now manufacturing soft-drinks in addition 
to producing Subantando de Cabinda water. 


13 











These are the companies being assisted with the aim of restoring them to a 
normal situation, furnishing machinery and spare parts, equipment and raw 
materials, financial aid and techuical assistance to enable them to obtain 
a better yield from the equipment and better-quality products. 


The companies which have been asked to provide assistance are expected to lend 
that assistance in the areas of production, conservation, maintenance and con- 
trol of the quality of installation of the equipment, present a program for 
training Angolan skilled personnel in various production sectors and provide 
continuous aid in the trouble spots indicated by the National Food Industry 
Directorate. 


According to our information, a number of companies have already offered 
assistance and their proposals are now being categorized and analyzed to 
ascertain the economic advantages offered by each one inasmuch as the recovery 
of the entire industry will involve many thousands in convertible currency. 


Among the firms which have submitted proposals are two from Portugal, one from 
Brazil, one from England, Pepsi-Cola from the United States and a West German 
firm. 


The recovery of the entire soft-drink and juice industry is vital for our 
national industry on the one hand and, on the other, for the impact it has on 
our society as a whole. 


It should also be pointed out that without soft-drink and juice production to 
satisfy the market requirements we shall never reach a balance in the beer 
industry which, for the above-mentioned reasons, has now become isolated 

and faced with the unlimited "thirst" of a clientele which includes all age 
groups; that clientele seems to have forgotten the sweet, orange and tangy 
taste of a good soft drink "Made in Angola." 


8568 
CSO: 3442/300 
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ANGOLA 


MASS RURAL EXODUS INTENSIFIES HOUSING SHORTAGE 
Luanda JORNAL DE ANGOLA in Portuguese 28 Feb 84 p 10 


[Text] In the present process of National Reconstruction, the housing problem 
has gone down a winding and rather treacherous road. 


If we ask our country's ordinary citizen, particularly the youth, what 
prospects exist to find a solution to the housing problem over the short 
term, the answer will certainly not be very encouraging. 


In fact, the solution to the housing problem is now an Achilles’ heel, despite 
the efforts made by the Angolan leaders to minimize the problem. 


Day after day, young people about to get married feel their future conjugal 
relations threatened. Many of our youth, desperate at not being able to find 
a home, are avoiding matrimonial responsibilities. It is no secret to anyone 
that many young couples are presently being forced to renounce their inten- 
tions due to the increasing housing shortage. 


Others, who hoped to see the problem solved by building their own homes, 

are equally frustrated at not being able to obtain the raw materials required 
to carry out their projects. The sale of those raw materials has long since 

ceased to exist on the official markets. The only hope would be to get them 

on the black market. But at what price? 


Recently, Huambo, one of the country's most populated cities, has reported 
a mass exodus of the rural population to the city, and this situation adds to 
the already acute housing situation. 


The mass rural exodus to the city, the reason for which is common knowledge, 
an exodus which is occurring not only in this province but also in others, 
has been receiving special attention by the local authorities (partisan and 
governmental), according to Joaquim Leitao, Huambo's provincial housing 
representative. 


Although the housing problem has been complicated, the housing delegation has 
begun to devote its efforts to satisfy the requests received, at least to a 
minimum degree and taking into consideration established priorities. 
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In contrast to other provincial capitals (such as Luanda, Malanje and Uige), 
Huambo can be proud of its showing and the esthetics it has been maintaining. 


Assisting in this situation is the Department of Inspection of the SEH 

[Housing Administration] which has been doing a good job of reporting. Accord- 
ing to Julio Leite, head of that department, "an extensive educational program 
has been in effect since last year among the renters of properties in the 

city to teach them better utilization and preservation of their residences." 


In addition, "the department has taken strong measures to evict tenants who 
are occupying houses illegally, not paying their rent or not living up to the 
simplest norms in using and preserving their dwellings." 


8568 
CSO: 3442/300 
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ANGOLA 


BRIEFS 


MALANJE LABOR FORCE--Approximately 19,000 workers of this province are 
controlled by the Provincial Delegation of the Ministry of Labor and Social 
Security, Provincial Delegate Domingos Dilukumbo told ANGOP recently. The 
provincial official said that there are presently 2,626 job applications on 
file, while various provincial companies have been seeking a work force 
totalling 2,400 potential employees of both sexes. A shortage of qualified 
skilled per onnel in the province has resulted in filling only 924 of the 
employment portunities. In mentioning other activities being carried out 
by this deli ,ation, Domingos Dilukumbo said that the work performed by the 
inspection sector involved not only clarifying labor legislation but also 
uncovering 151 cases of violation of that legislation. Speaking about labor 
organization and wages, the provincial delegate pointed out that the inception 
of the new wage scale last year covered 6,714 workers at 92 work centers in 
the province. With regard to unemployment, Domingos Dilukumbo said that this 
situation is the result of the number of work centers whose work force has 
been reduced, not only in the city but in many municipalities. In conclusion, 
the labor representative said that adequate measures are to be taken to 
control the labor situation. [Text] [Luanda JORNAL DE ANGOLA in Portuguese 

18 Feb 84 p 9] 8568 


RAIL SYSTEM PLANS--Kinshasa--Adama Diagne, secretary general of the African 
Railroad Union (UAC), said Tuesday in this city that the country's railroads 
are operating well, despite the warlike situation being experienced. During 
his 4-day stay, Adama Diagne visited the railroads of Luanda, Lobito, 
Benguela, Huambo and Namibe, whose infrastructures, notwithstanding, gave 
evidence of the difficult times the country is going through. "Angola," the 
UAC secretary general said, "is presently studying three major projects aimed 
at improving our national railroads--namely, the establishment of a railroad- 
track plant, a center for training skilled railroad personnel and linking our 
railroad with the subregional network of Zambia and Zaire." It should be 
pointed out that this ia Adama Diagne's third term in office as head of the 
UAC. Appeals were made for a new candidate for this position, but up to now, 
no candidate has appeared for the post of secretary general. [Text] [Luanda 
JORNAL DE ANGOLA in Portuguese 23 Feb 84 p 3] 8568 


CSO: 3442/300 
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ETHIOPIA 


REPORTER CONFIRMS EPLF CLAIM TO CONTROL OF TESSENEI AREA 
Copenhagen BERLINGSKE TIDENDE in Danish 18 Mar 84 Sec II p 4 
[Article by Jorgen Siegumfeldt] 


[Text Tessenei--Tne Eritrean war for independence from v 
Ethiopia is now entering its 23rd year--and the partisans 

now control most of the rural districts. The Ethiopians 

have challenged the partisan claim that the town of Tessenei 

was conquered 2 months ago and is now under partisan control. 

But our colleague, the first journalist to visit Tessenei, 

confirms that the Ethiopians have now abandoned the area. 


Although the destruction seems limited, the only life is found on the dusty 
Streets of the downtown area. Women dominate the picture. Most are pros- 
titutes, brought here by the Ethiopian Army. The other Ethiopian traces 
are spread over the sunbaked dirt of this extensive town, a little outside 
the center of town. The ground is covered with steel helmets, bayonet 
holsters, uniform remnants and cartridge casings in all sizes. 


The Ethiopian soldiers who survived the battle have either fled or are lo- 
cated farther north. As prisoners of the Eritrean liberation front, EPLF 
(Eritrean Popular Liberation Front). For it was the Eritreans who won the 
battle for Tessenei. As in other guerrilla wars, the partisans control most 
of the rural areas, while the Ethiopian military government controls the 
towns. The 23-year-long Eritrean struggle for independence from Ethiopia 
continues--but today the Eritreans also have full control over Tessenei. 


There has been some doubt about this. A short time after EPLF announced 
that its forces had attacked Tessenei on 15 January and driven the Ethiopi- 
ans out, the town was visited by representatives of several humanitarian 

aid organizations--but since then no one has been able to get in. And the 
Ethiopians have denied that the Eritreans controlled the town several times. 


Attack 


But the partisans are here. It is hard to form an overall impression of how 
many there are. There are a good many in and around the former Ethiopian 
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military headquarters. Some lie and sleep in the shade, others walk around 
and drink tea--whiie several sit inside in shorts and talk on a portable 
radio telephone. 


Perhaps they are talking with outposts on the cliffs that for almost a kilo- 
meter form a natural chain of defenses around part of the town and from 
which they have an excellent view of areas on all sides cf Tessenei. There 
are several traces of the war up there. Broken ammunition boxes with German 
writing on the side--East German?--and big artillery shell cases are strewn 
among pieces of uniforms. The bodies have been removed. Presumably by the 
Eritreans. But otherwise the big birds of prey that circle over the cliffs 
could probably have handled the job. 


It was up here that the Ethiopian soldiers discovered to their terror at 
6 o'clock the morning of 15 January that the Eritreans were attacking in 
tanks from the "wrong side."" The Ethiopians had hardly begun to regroup 
when a new Eritrean force attacked from the plains--on the other side of the 
trenches that surround the town several hundred meters away from its houses. 


That is how the Eritreans tell the story. And a few days earlier I had more 
or less had the story confirmed up in one of the prison camps further north. 
One of the Ethiopian prisoners of war told about the confusion that arose 
during the not unexpected, but tactically surprising form of offensive. 


The top-ranking Ethiopian had hastily pulled out of Tessenei with the offi- 
cers and forces he had been able to get in touch with right away. The rest 
of the survivors were taken prisoner. But the Ethiopian commander did not 
really believe in the Eritrean offensive. He was content to withdrawn to 
the small fortified town of Alighidir, about 10 minutes driving time from 
Tessenei. The idea must have been to prepare to retake the town. 


But the next day it was the Eritreans who took up the offensive again. And 
instead of returning, the Ethiopians were completely routed from the area. 
Now they return occasionally in the air space when their MIG planes drone 
over the town. Alighidir has obviously been bombed, but Tessenei itself has 
not been attacked. Perhaps because of the abandoned Ethiopian prostitutes. 


There are around 1000 of them. They were brought here after the Ethiopians 
had to strengthen their presence in the area. The town's own population, 
which was originally around 30,000 people, gradually fled and now there are 
only around 600 left, most of them women and children. Relations between 

the Ethiopians and the Eritreans seem to be peaceful. They sit outside their 
houses in the middle of town, almost side by side. And EPLF's seizure of 
power has also guaranteed Ethiopians the same ration of the vital necessity, 
"durra,'' which the Eritreans now receive through the Eritrean assistance 
organization, ERA. 
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Nationalism 


When the deputy general secretery of the Emergency Relief section of the 
Danish National Church, Bodil Sol’ing, visited the town a while ago to form 
a general impression of the civis in population's situation, she brought 
with her some sacks of the wheat that her organization is currently handing 
out in Eritrea. The plan was to start the distribution by giving some wheat 
to the woman thought to be the oldest in town. But in the afternoon, the 
ERA announced that this was not such a good idea. According to their data, 
the 87-year-old lady was the richest person in town. 


It is true that the Ethiopian military forces had taken some of her property 
away from her. But she still employed quite a few people and she had ap- 
parently earned a good deal of money from her tea houses and on the beer 

she brewed. Even so, she expressed pride that her grandchild--a 26-year-old 
woman--had now returned to town as a member of the EPLF partisans. 


Together with the partisan girl I visited the vigorous old lady. And she 
did not seem to be suffering any deprivation. Although the EPLF takeover 
will hardly stimulate her beer sales, she seemed contended. One could not 
mistake the Eritrean nationalism. 


The same was true of the teacher in the protestent Church of Faith who had 
been a member of the town council under the rule of the Ethiopian military 
regime. After the EPTF takeover, he was re-elected to the new council-- 
because the local population trusted him. He said there was satisfaction 
with the EPLF because people understood and accepted the movement's motives. 


With a mixture of soberness and African religious sincerity and enthusiasm, 
he talked about the condition of the church. 


When I pressed him to talk about political topics and asked him if he per- 
sonally felt like an Ethiopian or an Eritrean--and that, after all, is what 
the war is about--he simply said: "I think I have answered that. I said 
we supported EPLF's motives." It was obvious that he did not really care 
to talk about these things. But on the basis of his religious convictions 
he felt bound to tell the truth. And for him the truth was that he is an 
Eritrean. 


Records 


One of the tasks of the town council to which he still belonged was to help 
EPLF in cross-checking the personal information the ERA had gathered on all 
the town's inhabitants. Written in ball-point pen in neat columns in a 
notebook was a complete municipal register. Everyone, children and adults, 
were listed with date of birth, residence, profession, assets--mostly in 
the form of property, cattle or sometimes gold. I* was this record that 
formed the basis for such things as the distribution of "durra." And which 
revealed that the church's emergency relief wheat should not go to the old 
lady. 


The establishment of such records is an indication that Tessenei is now 
definitely considered part of Eritrea's "liberated areas." And it is also 
a sign that they expect to maintain their hold on the town. 
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GABON 


TECSULT OFFICIAL TAKES STOCK OF ACDI, SEE FINANCED PROJECTS 
Libreville L'UNION in French 21 Feb 84 pl, 4 


[Article by Obame Emane: "Tecsult: Important Contribution to Gabon 
Development" ] 


[Text] The last trip to Libreville by the vice president of the Canadian 
company Tecsult International and honorary consul of Gabon to Quebec, 

Mr Luc Benoit, was the occasion for completing the final details for projects 
financed entirely or partially by the Canadian Agency for International 
Development (ACDI) and the Company for Export Expansion (SEE). 


Supervision of the work on the second section (Booue-Franceville) and the 
technical study of the third section (Booue-Belinga) of the Transgabonese 
Railway, the supplying of water and electricity to 12 localities in the 
interior of the country, and the construction of a building for the 
ministry of Foreign Affairs and Cooperation are the main projects of this 
program of bilateral cooperation. 


The advancement of these operations and the negotiation of new projects were 
thus central to the talks which Mr Luc Benoit held with the minister of State, 
Martin Bongo (Foreign Affairs and Cooperation) and minister Divungi-Di-Ndinge 
(Energy and Hydraulic Resources), as well as with officials of the companies 
playing a role in carrying out this program. 


Construction work on provincial installations for producing water and 
electricity (Cape Esterias, Foulezem, Medouneu, Mandji, Yetsou, Lebamba, 
Malinga, Mababda, Moabi, Ndindi, Pana and Iboundji) will be started this 
year after the feasibility studies have been made by more than a dozen 
Canadian technicians and engineers working for Tecsult. 


The socio-political impact of this project in stabilizing population movement 
is no longer in doubt. 


Costing 7 billion CFA francs furnished jointly by Canada (ACDI and SEE) 
and Gabon, the on site work will be carried out by a company based in Gabon, 
while Tecsult, which financed the project, will supervise the construction. 








This equipment, explained Mr Olivier, head of the Tecsult office in Libreville 
since last year, will meet the needs of each locality. This means variations 
in capacity. Thus, some centers will be supplied electricity from a single 
power station and other by micro stations. Likewise, there will be water 
pumping stations using wells and surface water. 


The project is comprehensive, for it includes in its detailed program a 
provision for training. Representatives from the Water and Energy Company 
recruited from the Jean Violas trade school will receive specialized training, 
offered by Tecsult, on the use of this equipment. 


The new building for the ministry of Foreign Affairs and Cooperation, which 
will be built on the corner of Boulevard Omar Bongo and Avenue Jean-Paul II, 
will have twelve floors and will cover an area of 13,000 square meters. 

Tecsult is financing this project through the ACDI and SEE. Construction, 
which was to begin this year after the completion of the detailed studies 

and the signing of the commercial agreements, will be entrusted to a consort- 
ium of Canadian-Gabonese businesses, which will complete the work in 18 months. 


Tecsult, which has been known in French speaking Africa for 20 years, showed 
its interest in Gabonese projects in 1973, when it undertook the study of 
the electric interconnection between Libreville and Port-Gentil. 


After a suspension of contacts between 1975 and 1976, its management decided 
it would be useful to reopen the files. The results have been satisfactory. 
The above mentioned projects attest to this. All the more so since Tecsult 

is participating today in the main project in Gabon; the railway. 


It is reasonable to conclude in the light of the projects now being built, 
of those which are just beginning and of projects where the negotiations are 
sufficiently advanced, that Tecsult is at present the essential, if not the 
totality, of Canadian interests in Gabon. 
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EFFECTS OF DEVALUATION OF DALASI NOTED 


GAMBIA 


London WEST AFRICA in English 5 Mar 84 p 484 


[Article by Baboucar M. Gaye] 


[Text ] 


THE GAMBIA has devalued the dalasi by 
25 per cent — from 4 dalasi = £1 to 5 dalasi 
= £1 — with effect from February 25. The 
news was announced by President Sir 
Dawsa Jawara in a special broadcast on the 
evening of February 24. After giving a long 
outline of the economic situation of the 
country and the reasons behind the de- 
valuation, the President said: 

“Recently, during detailed consultations 
with the IMF. it was agreed, taking various 
factors into account, that an adjustment in 
our exchange rates by way of a devaluation 
would be a necessary instrument in. cur 
effor. to rehabilitate the finances of,;our 
country and put in place external measures 
designed to encourage growth and produc- 
tivity.” 

The effect of the devaluation will be to 
raise the domestic price of imports while 
simultaneously raising the dalasi value of 
exports. The hope is that the price effect of 
a reduction in the’ purchasing power of the 
Gambia currency will help curb demand. 

Another hope is that the rise in the 
dalasi value of export earnings will provide 
a price incentive to Gambian farmers. It is 
also hoped that these measures will divert 
money from consumer spending on purely 
luxury imports to. investment in produc- 
tion. The devaluation measure is accompa- 
nied by a special incentive to this effect in 
the form of an increase in the bank deposit 
rates of 3 per cent; this is intended to 
encourage people to save. 
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The increases in the prices of imports 
following the devaluation includes essen- 
tial food items. For the Gambian what 
immediately comes to mind is nice, the 
staple food, for which Sir Dawsa said the 
price would increase with effect from 
Monday, February 27. 

In explaining the price increase, Sir 
Dawda said: ‘The Government decision to 
keep the price constant in the past through 
subsidisation, in spite of its increased cost 
to Government, has created a major bur- 
den on Government’s finances.’ Sir Dawda 
said it was because of this, and in line with 
the stabilisation programme which Gov- 
ernment has now embarked upon, that it 
had been decided to increase the retail 
price of imported rice to the consumer 
from D784 per ton to D910 per ton. This 
will mean an increase in the retail price of a 
50kg bag from D39.50 to D45.00. 


The increases in the prices of essential 
commodities, especially rice, will prove to 
be the most sensitive aspects of the de- 
valuation measure, the situation made 
worse for the ordinary Gambian because 
the increases come at a time when there is 
already a food shortage and a real threat of 
famine in the country. 

Sir Dawda showed that he is quite aware 
of this, saying: “My Government is weil 
aware of the situation and we have there- 
fore jaunched an appeal to the internation- 


al community and we are hopeful that, in 








response to our appeal, donor countries 
will make available to us reasonable quan- 
tities of food grain, including rice, for free 
distribution to the rural population severe- 
ly affected by crop failure.” 

Another issue which this devaluation 
raises is its effect on wage earners who will 
have to pay more for essential commod- 
ities. Sir Dawda, however, made it clear in 
his broadcast that, while government was 
seriously looking at the matter, it is unlike- 
ly that there will be a wage increase in the 
next year. That, he said, would depend on 
the performance of the present policy 
measures and their effect on the Budget. 

This is not the first time that The 
Gambia has adjusted the value of its 
currency. The President took care to point 
out in his message that in 1973, for 
example, the dalasi was revalued by alter- 
ing the exchange rate from five dalasis to 
one pound sterling to four dalasis to one 
pound sterling. 


CSO: 3400/787 
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By 1979 the economic circumstances of 
The Gambia had started to change. Thus, 
in the 1979-80 fiscal year The Gambia’s 
gross domestic product declined from 
D379m. to D341m. This negative trend 
continued for two years and though it was 
slightly reduced in 1981-82 GDP has more 
or less stagnated now. This setback for The 
Gambia’s economy has coincided with 
worldwide recession of a severity and 
persistance that has not been experienced 
since the depression of the 1930s. 

However, with recovery now in sight in 
the developed economies the expectation 
is that the devaluation measure will enable 
Gambian exports to find more reasonable 
markets in the developed countries thereby 
generating some form of prosperity at 
home. In reality, however, it will take 
more for The Gambia ta.break even come 
the end of the day. 








GHANA 


COMMENTARY ON CONDITIONS FOR CUBAN WITHDRAWAL 
AB202044 Accra Domestic Service in English 1800 GMT 20 Mar 84 
[Station commentary] 


[Text] At the end of his 3-day visit to Cuba, President Eduardo dos Santos of 
Angola and his host, President Fidel Castro Ruz, have announced that if certain 
conditions are fulfilled by South Africa, then the Cuban troops, now helping 
young Angola to maintain its independence, will begin to withdraw gradually. 
These conditions are that South Africa should first give guarantees of Namibia's 
independence; that South Africa should cease its aggression against Angola; and 
thirdly, that South Africa should stop supporting the activities of antigovern- 
ment guerrillas in Angola. 


The visit of Dos Santos, and the agreement on possible Cuban withdrawal, follow 
in the wake of the recent cease-fire accord under which South Africa has begun 
withdrawing its occupation forces from southern Angola, on condition that 
SWAPO's freedom fighters do not occupy the areas vacated by the South Africans. 
At the same time, elsewhere in southern Africa, a nonaggression pact has been 
signed by Mozambique and South Africa under which South Africa will stop the 
Mozambique National Resistance [MNR] rebels from operating against Mozambique 
from its soil, while Mozambique will also ban the ANC from using bases inside 
the country to attack targets in South Africa. The withdrawal of Cuban troops 
from Angola has been a condition insisted upon by South Africa for allowing 

the implementation of UN Security Council Resolution 435 on Namibia's indepen- 
dence, 


For the Angolan Government, it is an agonizing decision to let their Cuban 
friends go or not to let them go. Indeed, reports have it that there is deeper 
disunity within the MPLA Government in Luanda over the issue, and that the 
government is sharply divided. For on the one hand, to let the Cubans go will 
further weaken the FAPLA forces in the face of blatant South African aggression 
and the sabotage acts of the South African-based UNITA terrorists. A Cuban 
pullout will have an even more far-reaching effect: It will tilt the balance 
of forces in the whole of southern Africa in favor of the South Africans, at 
least when a liberation war between that regime and the ANC reaches the boiling 
point. On the other hand, those who support Cuban withdrawal argue that it 
will remove the last obstacles--in South Africa's view--in the way of Namibia's 
independence. It will also be a concession to the United States, with its 
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pathological hatred of communism. It is argued that with the removal of this 
symbol of the East-West cold war from the area, the stage will be set for the 
United States to exert its immense influence over South Africa to yield to the 
question of Namibia's independence. 


A good study of the conditions set in Havana for the Cuban withdrawal seems 

to show that the Angolan Government wants the Cubans to leave, and that they 
are seeking a face-saving formula for this to happen. This is because all the 
so-called guarantees being sought from South Africa can be easily given and 
just as easily broken under some flimsy excuse. We saw this when South Africa 
tried to use a nonexistent SWAPO infiltration of Namibia to break the cease- 
fire in southern Angola last month. If we recall how South Africa turned its 
back on the implementation of Resolution 435 in 1978, even as UN troops and 
administrators were about to arrive in Namibia, then we do not need any further 
evidence to show that South Africa is capable of breaking the most sacred 
guarantees even (?at the last minute). 


It is a good thing therefore that if there should be a Cuban withdrawal, this 
should be in stages and not a sudden affair. In this connection, it is reas- 
suring that the Angolans seem to be handling the question with well-deserved 
respect and gratitude to Cuba for its noble role in sacrificing the lives of 
its sons and daughters for the independence of Angola. 


In another part of Africa 3 years ago, in Chad, to be precise, another coun- 
try, Libya, sent its soldiers at the request of the legitimate government to 
protect it. The Chad Government was deceived into abruptly asking the Libyans 
to go. It did not take long for those who misled Goukouni Oueddei to arm his 
enemy, Hissein Habre, to defeat him. Goukouni has lived to regret his lack 

of gratitude to Libya. No doubt, Angola has learned the bitter lesson of Chad, 
and will do nothing to annoy its present protectors. 


In the end, one can well understand the desire of all the countries in southern 
Africa to play for time, especially the frontline states, whose economies are 
being destroyed by aggression and sabotage fostered by the South African mon- 
ster. But caution should be the watchword. This is no time for a headlong 
budge into a loving embrace with the enemy, especially so since all the current 
movements in southern Africa may well be a dance orchestrated from Washington 
in a presidential election year which has seen the bankruptcy of American for- 
eign policy in the Middle East, and Grenada in the Caribbean, 
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GHANA 


SYMPOSIUM MARKS SHARPEVILLE MASSACRE ANNIVERSARY 
AB191530 Accra Domestic Service in English 1300 GMT 19 Mar 84 


[Text] A symposium has been organized in Accra to mark the 24th anniversary 

of the Sharpeville massacre. Speaking on the topic, "Total Elimination of 
Colonialism in Azania and Namibia," a senior lecturer in law at the Univer- 
sity of Ghana, Tsatsu Tsikata, said there is no alternative to the armed 
struggle for the liberation of Namibia and South Africa. He is convinced 

that only armed struggle can bring the apartheid regime to the negotiation 
table. Mr Tsikata however cautioned that there is the need for tactical action 
at every stage of the liberation struggle. Such action should not lead to 
self-complacency but a relentless pursuit of final victory over the obnoxious 
racist regime. 


Referring to recent developments in southern Africa, Mr Tsikata noted that 

it is the first time the United States has not linked its peace proposals with 
the withdrawal of Cuban troops from Angola. He however described this as a 
face saving attempt by the United States to change its foreign policy in the 
region in view of the impending U.S. presidential elections. He attributed 
these peace overtures to the ability of Angola and Mozambique to counter the 
military aggression against them. He also attributed them to the failure of 
America's military adventures in the Middle East and the condemnation of its 
invasion of Grenada. 


The secretary for information, Miss Joyce Arye, on her part called on African 
countries not to isolate the political development in southern Africa from 
their own experiences. She urged them to give concrete support for the libera- 
tion movements. The fight against apartheid is a fight for human dignity and 
must therefore be continued, she declared. 
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GHANA 


BRIEFS 


ROK DONATES DRUGS, EDUCATIONAL MATERIALS--Accra--The South Korean ambassador 
to Ghana, An Yong-Chol, on Friday evening announced that his government has 
donated a consignment of drugs and educational materials worth about $50,000 
each (1.5 million cedis) to Ghana. He said the goods were presently being 
unloaded at the Tema (east of Accra) Port. The ambassador, who was speaking 
to Commander Steve Obimpeh, chairman of the National Mobilization Committee, 
added that Korean experts will soon be in Ghana to examine the sectors in 
which Korean assistance would be needed. [Text] [AB191335 Paris AFP in French 
1417 GMT 17 Mar 84] 
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MADAGASCAR 


RUMORS OF OIL SUPPLY SHORTAGE DISCUSSED 
Antananarivo MADAGASCAR MATIN in French 24 Feb 84 pp 1-2 
[Interview with SOLIMA [Malagasy Petroleum Company] officials] 


[Text] Following rumors circulating concerning an interrup- 
tion in the supply of fuel and domestic gas, a revision of 
fuel prices, the technical effect of the only oil refinery 
on the island and the sinking of the "Perikles," which was 
carrying fuel to Madagascar, we tried to learn more by con- 
tacting SOLIMA officials, who were kind enough to answer 

our questions (see Editor's Note). 


[Question] There is a rumor that the country is moving toward a real break 
in the supply of fuel and domestic gas. What can you tell us? 


[Answer] We cannot understand what the reason would be for this major inter- 
ruption in the fuel supply, of which we know nothing. We can say that the 
rumor is unfounded because SOLIMA is doing everything possible to prevent such 
a thing. 


Our wish is that consumers not let themselves go into a panic, which could 
cause them to try to hoard more than they normally need. 


[Question] This concern, not to say anguish, might ctem from the fact that 
our sole refinery is said to be out of service for an indeterminate length of 
time. Is that true? If so, can we in the near future anticipate the return 
to operation of the refinery? How much fuel do we now have on hand in Antana- 
narivo and the other higher administrative units to meet our needs? 


[Answer] With respect to the Toamasina refinery, people should no longer be 
so concerned. Our technicians, helped by experts, are at work and everything 
is going according to schedule. 


Normally, we should expect for startup in April 1984. But SOLIMA has steadily 
imported finished products to meet the country's needs, obviously based on the 
amount of reserve needed for all the districts. 
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[Question] Where does Madagascar's fuel supply come from? Do we buy finished 
products or crude? Has our refinery been out of operation for some time or are 
we processing the crude we buy? 


[Answer] As we said, SOLIMA buys either crude oil processed at the Toamasina 
refinery or finished products that we import. In the latter case, when there 
is a shortage of a specific product or when the refinery is shut down, there 
is an intermediate solution at Mombassa or Aden or elsewhere. depending on the 
case. 


[Question] Who transports the crude from the suppliers? Who are our suppliers? 


[Answer] The suppliers and SOLIMA contact the different outfitters through 
the different maritime brokers and SOLIMA reserves the right to evaluate the 
different offers before making any deals. 


SOLIMA usually buys the product it needs from the Persian Gulf. 


[Question] There is a rumor of an imminent increase in the price of fuel at 
the pump. Is it well-founded? It is also said that at the current prices 
now charged at the pump, SOLIMA is still losing money. What can you tell us? 
What about domestic gas? 


[Answer] Everyone knows that the prices currently charged date from May 1982. 
In the meantime, various factors have changed, to cite but one, the dollar. 


Like any company worried about its finances, SOLIMA would also like to update 
prices charged for products and why exclude gas specifically? But that is 
quite another matter! 


[Question] With the shortage of domestic gas, do you not have the impression 
that to a certain extent, SOLIMA is involved in the deforestation of Madagascar? 


[Answer] Given the current state of energy consumption in general and domestic 
energy in particular, wood and coal make up about 70 percent, the rest including 
electricity and oil products. 


Gas makes up but a tiny portion of the whole. Its impact would only be mar- 
ginal, even negligible, with respect to deforestation. 


(Editor's Note: The recent interruption in the supply at service stations is 
not due to technical problems at the Toamasina refinery a few months ago or 
to the sinking of the "Perikles,'' which was transporting fuel to Madagascar. 
This totally passing interruption is attributable more to means of interna- 
tional payment than anything else. Furthermore, if there were truly any 
interruption in the supply, the import operation of products needed to meet 
the situation could take place in a maximum of 15 days.) 


11,464 
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MADAGASCAR 


ANDRIMANJATO ON ROLE OF FJKM, FMMA 
Antananarivo MADAGASCAR MATIN in French 23 Feb 84 p 3 
[Article by Franck Raharison] 


[Text] There is definitely something new in the FJKM [Church of Jesus Christ 
in Madagascar], with its creation of a Center for Reflection (Fiaraha-Midiniky 
ny Mpiasan' Andriamanitra, FMMA) grouping all pastors wishing to contribute 

to the spreading of the Christian faith and come together in order to adapt 
the liturgy to changes in society. 


Presented to the press yesterday by Pastor Richard Andriamanjato, the FMMA 
intends to be open to all religious groups however little they may respect the 
"ideas" of this movement, which says it is "independent" of the FJKM. 


At the meeting with newsmen, Pastor Andriamanjato said that the "creation of 
an association such as the FMMA had become necessary given the irresistible 
advance of science. The Protestant faith must," he said, "live with its time 
and not be closed within itself.'' He stated that "religion should be the 
guide, but not be content to follow all innovations affecting society in 
general.'' With 25 members at present, the FMMA, according to its president, 
Andriamanjato, does not intend to separate from the Protestant Church of Mada- 
gascar or create any kind of split within the ranks of the FJKM. "One of 

the missions of this movement is to re-evaluate and further the study of 
theology. In other words, we must try to make the latter adapt better to the 
situation now prevailing in the country." 


Pastor Richard Andriamanjato complained somewhat of the absence of real Malagasy 
theologians capable of giving their followers another way of practicing their 
faith in the face of certain practices such as "Joro,'' which many believe, 
rightly or wrongly, to be contrary to the Christian religion. In addition, in 
answer to the question of whether the FMMA had the "blessing" of the FJKM, he 
said: "It is not an association like many others in the FJKM. We are an 
autonomous group of ideas in the Protestant Church without thereby being separ- 
ate from it.'' Asked about the risk of a possible "politicization" of this 
organization by virtue of the very personality of its president, member of the 
Supreme Revolutionary Council Andriamanjato said: "Why are you already chal- 
lenging us?'' He then added: "I have had the opportunity for seven years to 
head the African church and you cannot say that it was or became the AKFM" 
[Congress Party for Malagasy Independence]. 
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"Are you Christian or Marxist?"' a newsman asked Pastor Andriamanjato yesterday. 
His answer was clear: "I am first of all a Christian before being a Marxist." 
Concerning this label, he said that "it has to do only with the main ideas of 
the thought of Marx, especially on the economic and philosophical level. I 
was perhaps wrong," he continued, "to learn at the same time theology and 
philosophy, in which the study of Marxism is indispensable." Another reporter 


asked him: "Given the current crisis, would it not be better to worry about 
the body rather than the soul?" It was a question that Andriamanjato had ex- 
pected: "You cannot have one without the other. And after all, who is keeping 





us from setting up a cooperative?" 


In a completely different domain, a colleague asked the president of the FMMA 
if it were possible to recycle pastors with parishes in rural areas because, 
he said, they constantly demand money from their parishioners for reasons 
that are quite justified, but that the people in the bush nevertheless do not 
understand. "That is one of the subjects that our organization will try to 
clarify, but I believe," Andriamanjato said, "that it is a matter of faith." 


Finally, given the lack of papers or materials needed to put out the brochures 
that the FMMA wants to publish, Pastor Andriamanjato does not exclude the 
possibility of cooperating with foreign religious organizations, but says 

that all financial aid will be refused. He then cited the possibility of 
establishing relations with a publisher in Prague (Czechoslovakia) in order 

to publish FMMA works. 


In conclusion, it should be noted that an opening service will be held at the 
Protestant church in Andravoahangy on 4 March in honor of the FMMA. 


11,464 
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MOZAMBIQUE 


NEGOTIATIONS WITH SOUTH AFRICA SEEN AS LAST CHANCE FOR RECOVERY 
Paris LE MONDE in French 10 Mar 84 pp 1, 3 
[Article by Jacques de Barrin] 


[Text] On 16 March, Samora Machel, president of Mozambique, and Pieter Botha, 
prime minister of the South African Republic, will sign a nonaggression pact. 
The ceremony will take place in Kommatipoort, South Africa, on the border 
between the two countries, it was officially announced on Thursday, 8 March, 
in Pretoria. 


Last Hope of a Ruined Country 


Maputo--The Maputo market is swamped: fresh pineapple, the feature of the day. 
Once does not mean always and housewives push and shove in order not to go 

home empty-handed. Displayed around the stalls are little piles of dried fish 
and green leaves not known to be edible. One item, that is all. No meat, 
naturally, or vegetables worthy of the name. 


The vendors stand idle in stores that are practically empty. In the dress 
shops, the mannequin in the window has no clothes. Restaurants often serve 
as their sole dish strips of tasteless fish with a bit of rice. And one has 
to make reservations in the morning for the evening meal! The "hot spots" of 
Maputo are quiet and the neon lights of the Casablanca Bar are dark. 


Ration cards, no gas: Nothing is simple on a daily basis. The residents of 
Maputo never know how the day will turn out. One has to listen to the "side- 
walk radio" to be sure to be in line at the right place in order to get a 
package of cigarettes or ball-point pen. In a striking contrast, Inter-Franca, 
behind its drawn curtains, offers those with strong currency: American dol- 
lars and South African rands, products from another world: high-fi sets, 
electric ovens, tennis rackets, fine wines, stuffed teddybears. 


Should agricultural output be improved in order to fight the shortages? Why 
should the peasants care if there is nothing to buy with the money they would 
earn? Why sell a steer for 10,000 meticals (1 mctical = about .2 francs) if 
the owner has no hope of buying goods somewhat out of the ordinary, a bicycle 
or radio, for example? 
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No oil is left in the tanks. '"'We cannot pay cash," explains Jacinto Veloso, 
minister of economic affairs. "Only the Soviet Union supplies us with a minimal 
amount, but the credit terms it gives us are not good."" Mozambican Airline 
(LAM) planes cannot make domestic flights. A "war council" decides daily 

what areas will be served based on reserves. Since many roads are scarcely 
practicable for reasons of security. the capital is cut off from its back- 


country. 


The lack of spare parts and absence of skilled personnel means that even in 

a sector as important as health, there can be no question of maintaining auto- 
mobiles. "In Maputo, a city of 800,000 inhabitants, we have 50 ambulances. 
Only two are running," notes Pascoal Mucombi, minister of health. 


At the main gate to the airport, a slogan in giant letters tells travelers 

they have just set foot in a "liberated territory of mankind." The walls of 

the capital are illustrated with naive paintings and formulas glorifying Comrade 
President Samora Machel,'’ FRELIMO, the single party, Marxism-Leninism, state 
doctrine. Behind this facade is a country in a state of collapse. "You could 
take Mozambique without firing a shot," says one observer, "simply by sending 
supply convoys!" 


5,000 Dead 


The immediate priority of authorities is to help the victims of a drought that 
has already affected over a third of the population, nearly 5 million inhabi- 
tants, south of Rio Save, in the provinces of Inhambane, Gaza and Maputo. 

Some areas have not seen a drop of rain for 3 years! UN experts think it 
"likely" that 5,000 have died, but that figure may now be low. A recent study 
concluded that in 1982-1983, infant mortality was 233 per 1,000. 


The United Nations has concentrated its efforts in the three southern pro- 
vinces. Since the roads are not safe, the disaster areas must be served by 

the sea, leaving from Beira and Maputo, moving toward the little coastal pcrts 
where barges take loads from the freighters and go up the rivers as far as 
possible. The distribution of supplies in a country torn by guerrilla warfare 
moves ahead at the speed of "pacification" carried out by the regular army. 

"In the Inhambane region, we can give aid to all victims of the drought," notes 
one official of the World Food Program (WFP), but that is not true of Gaza." 


What then can be said about the remote provinces of the interior in which no 
one knows quite what goes on and where no help arrives? Travelers recently 

returning from the Tete region claim that there, 50 persons starve to death 

a day and that, desperate, many peasants are fleeing to Zimbabwe, where some 
try to swap the few head of livestock they have left for food. 


All things considered, Mozambique needs 100,000 tons of grain between now and 

30 April. Will there be those to divert this international aid to the military? 
No one denies the danger, but it is said that "a starving army would be dan- 
gerous and anyway, if ic should be forgotten in the distribution, it would take 
its due from the population directly." 
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To top off the disaster, a cyclone of uncustomary fury, called "Domoina," 

hit the Maputo region at the end of January. The capital was deprived of 
water for some 10 days, thousands of hectares of citrus fruit and sugar cane 
were destroyed, entire herds were decimated, small dams and pumping stations 
were wrecked and tens of thousands of peasants lost everything. With one 
calamity succeeding the next, Mozambique once again appeals for international 
charity. 


On the wall of the Boane state farm, a slogan summons the people to "'consoli- 
date the party.’ The few hundred disaster victims temporarily sheltered here 
in Soviet tents are thinking of other things! On the day's menu is a corn 
meal gruel and a few sardines. "The region's economy will be ruined for a 
year, until the next harvest," says one member of the Red Cross. 


These natural disasters contribute substantially to the "economic destabiliza- 
tion'"' of the country to which the National Resistance of Mozambique (RNM), 
supported by South Africa, has devoted most of its efforts, with some success, 
since the independence of this former Portuguese colony in June 1975. The 
"armed bandits,"’ as they are called here, which designates real opponents to 
the Marxist regime of Samora Machel, but also actual criminals, give the 
impression of having more often than not the initiative in the field in a 
guerrilla warfare which the regular army, burdened with Soviet heavy equipment, 
has trouble containing. 


Last year, the army did mark up points, especially in Inhambane Province, but 
without ever winning a decisive victory over its adversaries. Only Cabo Del- 
gado and Niassa provinces in the north have been spared by this bloody guer- 
rilla warfare. Almost everywhere elsewhere, in the rural areas, the RNM, 
numbering some 10,000 men total, seems to move about at will, generally at-: 
tacking economic targets, especially communications, and are merciless to 
"collaborators" of the regime. 


The latest rumors reaching the capital hint that the "armed bandits" now 
control a large part of Nampula Province. On 18 February, they attacked the 
community village of Marracuen, only 35 kilometers from Maputo, where they 
killed 80 persons. How far will their boldness take them? They have announced 
that they could hold out "at least two years" if South Africa's support should 
be withdrawn. 


The RNM is recruiting more and more members from among the 16-17-year-olds, 
who are forced to go to the front lines to earn their pittance. Their "feats" 
bring them a reputation of invincibility among part of the population because 
they "see witchdoctors and have magical powers."’ Occasionally, these "bandits 
loot cooperatives and distribute the booty to the villages, one way of 
attracting sympathy at little cost. 


In a recent report, the Mozambican Government admitted that in 1982-1983, the 
RNM had destroyed in rural areas 900 shops, 400 elementary schools and 86 
clinics. These figures show the extent of the intolerable burden which this 
"resistance" places on the country's economy. One can therefore understand, 
given the drama of the drought, the Maputo officials’ haste to "make peace" 
with South Africa, which they suspect of being at the root of all their evils. 
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Price of Misunderstanding 


Why have they waited so long to yield to the evidence and be placed in a 
position of extreme weakness from which to negotiate? Mozambique was involved 
in a revolutionary process, and FRELIMO ideologists believed that by virtue 

of its own dynamics, it would sweep all obstacles out of the way of develop- 
ment. Unfortunately, the demonstration was not conclusive. It was not until 
the Fourth Party Congress in April 1983 that Samora Machel succeeded in getting 
his country on the path of pragmatism. 


"There is no other policy possible if we do not all want to blow up in six 
months,'' admitted one FRELIMO member privately. This "readjustment" in per- 
spective, as officially presented, is actually, if confirmed, a veritable 

change in course. Who would have imagined only a few months ago that NOTICIAS, 
the government daily, would publish a front page photo of the "historic meeting" 
between Samora Machel and "Pik" Botha, minister of foreign affairs of the 
"racist" government in Pretoria and, even better, that of the warm handshake 
exchanged by the chief of state with Gen }agnus Malan, South African defense 
minister. 


Based now on the principle that "one chooses one's friends, not one's neigh- 
bors,'’ Mozambique wants to find a way to live with South Africa which, once 
peace has returned, will lead to a resumption of economic relations. The 
memorandum just drafted by Maputo authorities on the cost of the multifaceted 
war that the Pretoria regime has waged against them since 1975 has no other 
purpose than to point up the "price of misunderstanding,” or $3.8 billion. 


Traffic at the port of Maputo has fallen from 6.2 million tons in 1975 to 
1.1 million last year. Gold mines in the Transvaal now employ some 40,000 
Mozambican workers instead of 120,000 at the time of independence. Under 
the Portuguese, some 50,000 South African tourists frequented the country's 
beaches; not one comes now. All these ties will have to be rewoven from 
scratch, with the risk that the stronger party may impose its conditions. 


The government seems to want to do its utmost to ensure that the negotiations 
underway will have a happy outcome. Official propaganda avoids calling the 
regime in Pretoria "racist" and openly admits that "the problem of apartheid 
is an internal problem of South Africa." Officials in Maputo say they are 
ready to help Botha "win the wager of peace." They anticipate the establish- 
ment of South African refugee camps in Nampula province, far from the capital. 
It is even emphasized that "serious disturbances on the other side of the 
border would not help our interests." How can one be more conciliating? 


When, on 21 February, on the stage of the Matchedje movie theater, at a soli- 
darity gala organized on the third anniversary of a South African raid on the 
headquarters of the African National Congress (ANC) in Maputo, the representa- 
tive of that movement raised his fist and concluded his speech with a shout: 
"Independence or death,'' the FRELIMO delegate was content to finish his, 

mezza voce, with an innocuous "The fight continues...." 
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Now that the ice has been broken between Pretoria and Maputo and that the 
signing of a nonaggression pact between the two countries has been done, 
things are heating up and minds racing. Some are already looking to the re- 
sumption of oil prospecting in Cabo-Delgado Province, especially by American 
companies, the construction of a gas pipeline between the Inhambane region 
and South Africa, a hotel-casino on the island of Sainte-Caroline, and so on. 


Others want to keep a cool head because more than statements of intention will 
be needed before "red" Mozambique regains the lost confidence of its partners 
in the "Free World," especially the Americans. Encouraging signs are reported- 
ly the renegotiation of the foreign debt, which amounts to $1.4 billion, mem- 
bership in the International Monetary Fund (IMF), publication of an investment 
code, all requirements the leaders in Maputo are willing to follow. 


Mozambique has been bled white. Will its salvation come from South Africa, 
from which it was not expected? What does it matter if it is a bitter pill 
to swallow, they are saying in Maputc, because it is now a matter of life and 
death. "The situation is worse than ever," one observer concludes, "but for 
once, there is hope." 


11,464 
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MAPUTO PORT IMPROVED TO REGAIN TRADE 


Johannesburg SUNDAY TIMES in English 18 Mar 84 p 9 


[Article by Don Robertson] 


[Text ] 


CSO: 
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MAPUTO port authorities 
have spent R14,5-million in 
recent months on renova- 
tions to equipment and on ad- 
ditional infrastructure in an 
effort to regain South African 
business. 


In addition, they have 
the 
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Rennies Shipping, seven 
from the of 

Maputo spoke dly to 


in Maputo, said there were 
several minor problems af- 
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fecting efficiency, “but if our 
harbour is aot used, these 
problems cannot be solved”. 

“These problems cannot be 
overcome by the port au- 
thorities alone and it is ne- 
cessary for the users to as- 
sist.” 
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CAHORA BASSA POWER UNDERPRICED 


[Text ] MAPUTO — The R49 to 
R50 million a year paid by South 
Africa for Cahora Bassa elec- 
tricity -- when the power is 
flowing normally — falls far 
short of covering the costs of the 
Toe Mozambique’s Minis- 
ter of Industry and Energy, Mr 
Antonio Branco, has said. 

Mr Branco is travelling to 
Cape Town today to take part in 
talks with Portugal and South 
Africa about the Cahora Bassa 
hydro-electric scheme, reports 
aa Mozambique news agency, 


Mr Branco said the selling 

price of the electricity was not 
enough to guarantee that all the 
running costs of the enterprise 
were covered. 
-’ The present tariff meant that 
the Portuguese state had to find 
new financing to cover the debts 
it already had, he said. | 

This was the basic cause of 
Cahora Bassa’s losses, the Mo- 
zambican Minister said. 

Cahora Bassa had very great 
generating potential. It could 
supply constant, cheap power to 
the region. 

But if the present situation 
continued with this level of tar- 
iff it would be impossible ever 
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Johannesburg THE STAR in English 13 Mar 84 p 7 


to pay off the debts incurred in 
the scheme. 

Mr Branco added that sabo- 
tage by armed bandits of the 
transmission line — cut at the 
moment — aggravated the situ- 
ation but was not the main fac- 
tor in the scheme’s poor finan- 
cial status. 

In 1969 Portugal and South 
Africa agreed on the sale of (a. 
hora Bassa power at prices ex- 
tremely favourable to South 
Africa. After Mozambique’s in- 
dependence, Portugal and Mo- 
zambique agreed that Mozambi- 
que would respect the existing 
agreement and would take over 
ownership of the scheme only 
after it had been paid for, possi- 
bly 35 years after the power 
came on stream. 

Today Mozambique has a mi- 
nority shareholding in Cahora 
Bassa — without, however, re- 
ceiving any dividends. 

‘ Mozambique’s position in last 
month’s meeting in Lisbon and 
today’s meeting in Cape town, 
Mr Branco said, “lies fundamen- 
tally on the principle that the 
enterprise is in Mozambique, 


- and for this reason should also 


serve the Mozambican econ- 
omy”. 


MOZAMBIQUE 











NIGER 


NEED FOR BDRN TO STRAIGHTEN OUT FINANCING STRESSED 
Niamey SAHEL HEBDO in French No 396, 27 Feb 84 p 6 
[Editorial: "Beginning on a New Basis"] 


[Text] Last Thursday, the head of state, General Seyni Kountche paid a 
series of visits in the city of Niamey. He went successively to the BDRN 
[Development Bank of the Republic of Niger] to the Dar Al Islamia Bank and 
to the new SONARA [Nigerian Peanut Marketing Company] building. 


It will be remembered that, like other institutions, and, as its name indicates, 
being a valuable tool in our development, the BDRN is being severely affected 
by the dangerous consequences of the economic crisis which is shaking the 
entire world. This is why, with deficits estimated at the end of September 
1983 at some 44 billion CFA francs, credit freezes having been increased 

within 3 years by almost 96 percent, and with reductions in deposits amounting 
to 11 billion CFA francs between 1981 and 1983, the BDRN must today face up 

to the situation of a tightly stretched treasury. 


To put so many treasury difficulties in perspective, it must be emphasized 
that the Development Bank of the Republic of Niger agreed to make very large 
loans to the state, amounting to a total of 21 billion CFA francs. Some 7 
billion served as prefinancing for projects and 14 billion was lent to other 
banks and subsequently returned to the state. The loans made by this banking 
institution to the state, to businesses and agencies are large and amount to 
6 billion CFA francs. 


Now, in order to carry out its activities as a development bank, the BDRN 
needs that money. All sides must now make the necessary effort to meet their 
obligations. If not, how can other new lending projects be undertaken? And 

if that were not enough, fate also has decided that the BDRN should not receive 
very many investments anymore. Therefore, the head of state said, an effort 
must be made by our companies and agencies on behalf of the BDRN, especially 
since we know that in case of difficulty, these very same companies and agen- 
cies will turn toward it. 


The crisis is confidence growing among important clients of that institution 
must be transformed into a climate of mutual confidence especially now at 
the moment of the establishment of our new path of development. Similarly, 
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small debtors also ought to come back, for their desertion will not prevent 
them from being pursued. Even if interest rates are higher elsewhere, we 
think that every responsible Nigerian has an obligation to reflect upon the 
ultimate effects of his investments. 


For its part, the Development of the Republic of Niger, as President Kountche 

has emphasized, must no longer consider itself a state bank. For we know what that 
kind of attitude leads to. That is why from now on its personnel must show 

that they have initiative and that they take their management responsibilities 
seriously and avoid favors and complicities. Finally, they must show that 

they can be disciplined and accurate in their work. It is in that way only 

that the BDRN will be able to play its true role as the development catalyst 

which the country needs. 


8956 
CsO: 3419/480 
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BRIEFS 


JAPANESE COOPERATION--The official presentation of 523 tons of material and 
equipment for the exploration for underground water, of which the most import- 
ant and impressive is a "Tone 1000" borer. This gift attests once again to 
the vitality and diversity of the sectors covered by Japanese cooperation 
with the Nigerian Government and people. [Text] [Niamey SAHEL HEBDO in 
French No 396, 27 Feb 84 p 5] 8956 


DIFFA WATER SUPPLY SYSTEM--The water supply system for the city of Diffa has 
been finished. Financed by Canada at a cost of 5 million (5,000,000) CFA 
francs, it will furnish water to a district of the city, using 730 meters of 
water mains, and include the installation of three public fountains. [Text] 
[Niamey SAHEL HEBDO in French No 396, 27 Feb 84 p 5] 8956 
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SOMALIA 


LIBYAN OPPOSITION LEADER CASTIGATES AL-QADHDHAFI 
Press Conference 
Mogadiscio HEEGAN in English 16 Mar 84 p 2 


[Text] Mogadishu, Thursday--"It is no secret that Qaddafi is a full supporter 
of international terrorism and that he equips and finances them", secretary 
General of the National Front for the Salvation of Libya, Dr. Mohamed Yusuf 
Al-Magarif, said here at a press conference at Al Uruba Hotel, 


The Libyan opposition leader told foreign and local newsmen that "Qaddafi is 
currently engaged in terrorist activities against Libyan dissidents in Great 
Britain, France, Italy and other countries in an effort to extinguish the 
Liberation flames of the Libyan people. 


Dr. Al-Magarif said that Qaddafi's subversive activities were increasing 
throughout the world as has been revealed by many prestigeous newspapers. 


The newspapers, he went on to say, predicted that Qaddafi would soon attack 
Tunisia and plans to hatch destabilization schemes in Egypt, Sudan Somalia and 
other countries. "These infamous dreams will not work for him", the front 
leader pointed out. 


Al-Sayid Al-Magarif said Libya earns a yearly revenue of 25 billion dollars 
but the three million inhabitants of the country were threatened by hunger. 


"Yet Qaddafi argues that elementary schools were closed for reasons of eco- 
nomic debalance--a fact which has infuriated the Libyan masses", he said. 


The Libyan Front leader called upon the Libyan nation in general to nip 


Qaddafi's terrorist activities in the bud and to advance their collective 
efforts to oust him from Libya. 
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Editorial Comment 
Mogadiscio HEEGAN in English 16 Mar 84 p 2 
[Editorial: "Megalomania is a Form of Madness"] 


[Text] Colonel Qaddafi has made a full circle since coming to power some 14 
years ago. Immediately after overthrowing the ex-king of Libya; he made news 
by denouncing the Russians as godless and imperialistic. Today, he is no more 
than a Russian puppet. 


Qaddafi has shamelessly accepted Russian orders to arm and finance Ethiopia 
which is subjugating the Moslem peoples of Eritrea and Western Somalia. But 
how did Mingistu thank him for that? By putting him to disgrace before the 
eyes of the whole world. We still remember how Qaddafi failed to hold an DAU 
summit on two occasions, thus missing the coveted chairmanship of the 
Organisation. 


We also remember how Mengistu disregarded all of Qaddafi's recommendations 
concerning the polisario Front Qaddafi had vowed that if the polisario Front 
is not admitted to participate in the Summit conference in Addis Ababa then 
Libya will walk out. He had no doubt that Mengistu whom he helped so much and 
to whom he had given all sorts of modern weapons, would insist on Polisario 
participation. But engistu did not. Qaddafi was compelled to uphold his 
promise. He left the conference in anger and disgrace. Mengistu's ingrati- 
tude baffled and infuriated him. 


As he boarded his plane in Addis Ababa airport Qaddafi was aware of all the 
eyes of the world on his back Eyes that saw him for what he was: An unstable 
character that hankered after grandeur for which he was just not tailored. It 
was clear to everyone that Qaddafi suffered from severe case of Megalomania. 
Megalomania is a form of madness that gives a person the idea that his im- 
portance is very great. 


At present, Qaddafi has reinforced his campaign against dissidents. He is now 
on a murder spree. His agents are planting bombs aimed at those who oppose 
him. Several such bombs have exploded in night-clubs, bookstands and houses 
in England. The British Government warned Qaddafi that such acts can only 
lead to deterioration of relations between the two countries. 


Murders, bombs and assassinations notwithstanding, said Dr. Mohamed Yousuf Al- 
Magarif, Secretary General of the National Front for the salvation of Libya, 
in a press conference in Mogadishu this week, Qaddafi's time has run out. He 
will be uncermaniously swept away, to gether with rogues around him, soon. 


CSO: 3400/807 
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"COMMITTEE OF TEN' SEPARATISTS SPLIT BROEDERBOND 
Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 26 Mar 84 pp l, 2 
[Article by Jaap Theron] 


[Text] THE long-envisaged split in the ranks of the Afrikaner Broederbond 
(AB), between the separatists and the integrationists, formally started last 
week with the resignation from the AB by the separatists so-called Committee 
of Ten. 


The Committee of Ten, led by Mr Kallie van der Merwe, resigned after a failed 
attempt by them to get the AB executive to call a special head committee 
meeting to discuss the AB executives official backing of the new constitution 
and also to evaluate the new constitution. 


After failing to call a special head committee meething together the Group of 
Ten not only resigned from the AB, but drafted a letter, which was freely dis- 
tributed among the AB's 14 500 members contrywide, in which they, among 
others, invited AB members to join Professor Carel Boshoff's new Afrikaner- 
volkswag (AVW), which is to be formally established at a congress on May 4 and 
5 in the Skilpad hall, Pretoria. 


Unlikely 


An executive member of the AB yesterday told The Citizen it was unlikely that 
more than 2 000 of the AB's members would resign to join the 
Afrikanervolkswag. 


But one of the Committee of Ten--who confirmed yesterday that they referred to 
themselves as the "Committee of Ten''--said as many as 50 percent--or about 

7 000 members--of the AB could eventually resign...especially when they exper- 
ienced in practice that the AB was backing integration. 


However, he said many AB members, who were against integration, would remain 
in the AB for a long time for various reasons. 


The aplit now looming in AB ranks in fact started in 1976 when the AB's head 
committee decided that a "Masterplan should be worked out according to which 
the self- dispensation of the Whites would be safeguarded, while at the same 
time the constitutional position of the Coloureds and Indians would have been 
evaluated. 
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Breach Widens 


Soon after this investigation was launched into the constitutional future of 
the Whites, Coloureds and Indians, the breach between the separatists and in- 
tegrationists became wider than ever before. 


The investigation by the AB executive eventually led to its decision to give 
its formal backing to the Government's new constitutional plans. 


The separatists felt that this decision by the AB executive had been taken 
without members having the opportunity to study the findings of the "master- 
plan" committee. 


The result was that they appointed their own Committee of Ten in August last 
year. 


Conclusion 


This committee has since then come to the conclusion that "the AB executive's 
official banking of the new constitution--on the basis that it is in line with 
general AB-member-opinion--is in fact a one-sided interpretation by the AB 
executive." 


The Committee of Ten then approached the AB executive and requested them to 
hold a special head-committee-meeting at which the AB executive's "one-sided 
standpoint on the constitution as well as the new constitution as such, would 
be discussed." 


A member of the Committee of Ten yesterday said it was clear AB members who 
were against the integration of Whites, Coloureds and Indians, were no longer 


welcome in the AB. He stressed that the Committee of Ten did not urge AB men- 
bers to resign from the AB, but only invited them to join the AVW. 
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SURVEY REVEALS LANGUAGE PREFERENCES 
Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 28 Mar 84 p 10 


[Text] MANY Cape Peninsula Coloureds regard themselves as English-speaking 
although Afrikaans remains predominant, the Human Sciences Research Council 
said in a language survey report released in Pretoria yesterday. 


The survey showed English plays a role in "higher social classes". 


"A noticeably high percentage of the survey group regard themselves as Eng- 
lish-speaking despite an obviously ‘Afrikaans’ background,'' the HSRC said 
after interviewing 1 500 Cape Coloureds. 


"Consequently, English is used as a prestige language, as an academic language 
and as the reading language," the report added. 


Most respondents were not famiiiar with a language spoken by Blacks, but more 
than half indicated their “awareness of and sensitivity to the language-polit- 
ical aspirations of Blacks" and 52,6 percent said a Black language should be 
added to Afrikaans and English as official languages. 


Most respondents, including the majority of rural Afrikaans-speakers, pre- 
ferred English as the language medium in secondary schools. 


The respondents in the Peninsula also preferred English newspapers and books. 
In day-to-day contact, Afrikaans-speaking respondents said they tended to mix 
English and Afrikaans or switch to English. 

More than half the English-speakers indicated the spoke Afrikaans daily. 
"English may be used by the higher social class as a means of distancing 
itself from the lower class which is predominantly Afrikaans-speaking," the 


report suggested. 


The HSRC concluded that Afrikaans was still the common communication language 
in the Coloured community, particularly outside the Peninsula. 


CSO: 3400/805 
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BIG BUSINESS PESSIMISTIC ABOUT ECONOMIC FORECASTS 


Johannesburg SUNDAY TIMES-BUSINESS TIMES in English 18 Mar 84 p 1 


[Article by Alec Hogg] 


[Text ] 





BIG business has shown its disdain for optimistic 
forecasts by SA’s popular economists. 


Chairmen’s statements 
accompanying the annual 
reports of a batch of com- 
panies with December 
yearends — from mild 
pessimism to downright 
gloom. 

Businessmen are battening 
down the hatches for another 
year of zero growth — and 
possibly further decline in 
economic activity. No chair- 
man willing to put a date cn 
the timing of the. next up- 

says it will be before 

well into 1985. 

Only four months ago 
economists from the Minister 
of Finance to the Bureau for 
Economic Research were 
heralding the start of another 


Contrast 


Ted Smale says in Chem- 
serve chairman’s statement: 
“The company is well placed 
to benefit from an upturn in 
the economy, but it is the di- 
rectors’ — that this is 
unlikely to take ~* in 
= , +s pos dated 

ruary 1 

This Loitoomts sharply 
with the BER forecast of 
4,9% growth in 1984. The pre- 
diction was made at the end 
of October as part of its annu- 
al Prospects seminars. 

Owen Horwood confidently 

edicted 3%-plus growth for 

984 when he addressed a 
packed Financial Mail in- 
vestment conference last No- 
vember. 

Mr Smale is one of many 
businessmen to dismiss these 
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forecasts as overoptimistic. 
History has shown that the 
expectations of big business, 
whose hands-on approach in- 
volves them daily with real 
developments in the eco- 
nomy, have been a far more 
accurate pointer towards 
prospects than economists’ 
crystal-ball gazing. 


Bearish 


Graham Beck, chairman of 
Natal Coal, says: “The unset- 
tled economic conditions still 
continue and 1984 will un- 
doubtably be a difficult 
year. ” 

a... Haggie, chairman of 

Haggie Rand, says: “We are 

ng forward to a continu- 
aa of the improvement 
which we experienced to- 
ward the end of 1983, but 
since the beginnin of ihe 
year the threai of further 
drought conditions in many 
= of the country and the 
rish outlook for + 4~ have 
made us cautious. 

“The present high interest 
rates are likely to have a de- 
pressing effect on the eco- 
nomy and in particular our 
customers.” 

Peter Byland, chairman of 
Anglo-Al seys “manage- 
ment has budgeted on 
premise that conditions in 
1984 will be similar to those 
in 1983”; and NEI chairman 
Len Abrahamse mentions 
“the prevailing unfavourable 
economic climate”. 


Offset 
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Carlton Paper’s chairman, 
Basi! Landau, takes a simi- 
larly realistic view: “Al- 
though there are indications 
of a US-led world economic 
recovery, the improvement 
as it affects SA is less certain 
and slower than originally 
anticipated. 

ys e this will undoub- 
tedly assist the local econom- 
ic recovery in due course, 
any benefit in the short term 
could well be offset by agri- 
cultural conditions and un- 
ete | as to a recovery in 
the.gold price and thus the 
value of the rand.” 

Yorkor chairman Solly 
Tucker says: “The economic 
climate (in 1984) will prob- 
ably be inhospitable for most 
of the year. 

“We will have to bend our 
energies to extract a better 
share — rather than a bigger 
one — from a shrinking mar- 


_ke ” 


Sensitive 


Looking at developments 
in the sensitive property 
market, the chairman of Cen- 
trecity Property Fund, Jan 
Calitz, says: “Certain sectors 
of the market currently re- 
flect weakness directly at- 
tributable to the depressed 
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economic climate. 

“The most tangible is the 
oversupply of office accom- 
modation in most of the 
major cities primarily as a 
result of speculative develop- 


ment. ‘ 
“Similarly, but not as a re- 


‘sult of overbuilding, there is 


a considerable oversupply of 
industrial. and commercial 
space in urban areas. 

“This condition mirrors 
the state of the industrial sec- 
tor of the economy and has 
resulted in rent reductions of 
up to 30% in places. 

“Pressure on this sphere of 
the real estate market will 
only ease when the industrial 
sector of the economy moves 
into a new growth period, 
which does not seem likely 
during 1984.” 


Inflation 


Big business believes 1984 
will be a lot different to the 
rosy picture which econo- 
mists painted late last year. 

With inflation climbing, 
there seems little chance of 
the expected relief from high 
interest rates. 

The expected increase in 
company tax and lower sala- 
ry and wage increases this 
year should also depress the 
economy. 








SOUTH AFRICA 


PUBLISHERS OF CONSERVATIVE ‘DIE PATRIOT' LIQUIDATED 
Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 28 Mar 84 p 4 
[Article by Stephane Bothma] 


[Text] THE publishers of the Conservative Party newspaper, Die Patriot, were 
yesterday provisionally liquidated in the Pretoria Supreme Court after its 
only director stated that the company's liabilities exceeded its assets by 
more than R762 400. 


In an affidavit, Mr Christiaan De Wet Hoogendyk, who was nominated to 
represent the company said his organisation Konserwatiewe Koerante (Pty) Ltd, 
had liabilities of R791 401 and assets of R29 OOO. 


According to Mr Hoogendyk, the company cannot pay its debts and it was in the 
best interests of creditors that the company be liquidated. 


Mr Hoogendyk said on June 16, 1982, the name of the company had been changed 
from Pretoria Pos (Pty) Ltd to the present name. The main purpose of the com- 
pany had been the distribution of the newsletter "Die Pretoria Pos". 


The distribution of the newsletter had been financed by the selling of adver- 
tising space. 


"During 1982 we decided to begin producing a newspaper, first monthly, and 
later weekly, called Die Patriot,’ Mr Hoogendyk said. 


Advertising 


The financing of the newspaper had been done by selling advertising space and 
from revenue earned by selling the paper. 


Advertising revenue had proved to be insufficient and the company had to bor- 
row money to enable Konserwatiewe Koerante to cover its overheads. 


"During the last year it had become more difficult to sell advertising space 


in the publications and problems also occurred with the collection of moneys 
owed to the company,'’ Mr Hoogendyk said in his affidavit. 
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Near the end of last year, it had been decided to stop publication and 
distribution of the two publications. 


"This decision was taken after we decided that there was little hope that we 
would be able to repay money owed," Mr Hoogendyk said. 


Liquidate 


Mr Justice Kees Van Dijkhorst provisionally liquidated the company with a 
return date of April 2/7. 


A spokesman for the Conservative Party told The Citizen yesterday that its 
mouthpiece, Die Patriot, was initially registered by Konserwatiewe Pers and 
published by its sister company, Konserwatiewe Koerante. 


He said Konserwatiewe Pers still owned Die Patriot--which was now being pub- 
lished by the Conservative Party, "but Konserwatiewe Pers is considering sell- 
ing Die Patriot to the Conservative Party." 


The spokesman said Konserwatiewe Pers had a claim against the liquid company, 
Konserwatiewe Koerante. 
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APARTHEID BLAMED FOR BREAKDOWN IN HINDUISM 


Durban POST NATAL in English 7-11 Mar 84 p 5 


[Text ] 
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THE MASS conversion of Hindus to other 
religions and the breakdown of Hinduism in 
South Africa could be directly attributed to 
discriminatory legislation such as the Group 


Areas Act. 

So says Mr Nelson 
Veerasamy, leader of 
the Hindu Revival Cam- 
paign, who was actively 
involved in efforts to 
save Springfield’s Lotus 
Road residents from re- 
settlement. 

Mr Veerasamy said 
that conversion to’ other 
religions — especially 
Christianity — was be- 
coming a major prob- 
lem in the Hindu com- 
munity. In Chatsworth 
alone, he said, one out 
of every five Christians 
had at some stage been 
a Hindu. 

“Since 1860, when the 
first Hindus arrived to 
work on the canefields, 
we have been a commu- 
nity faced with social, 
economic and political 
deprivation. Discrimi- 
natory legislation has 
affected Hindus more 
than any other commu- 
nity in this country,” he 

said. 


Decline 


Mr Veerasamy said 
there were several rea- 
sons for this “religious 
decline”: 
© Hindu priests and 


leaders had divorced 
themselves from the 
problems and handicaps 
experienced by opty 
at grassroots level. 
“Christian and Moslem 
leaders are always will- 
ing to take a stand on 
issues like evictions, 
rent hikes, and resettle- 
ment while Hindu lead- 
ers don’t want to get in- 
volved in ‘politics’.” 
@ The National Educa- 
tion Act (Act 39 of 1967) 
decrees that education 
in South Africa shall 
have a ‘‘Christian”’ 
character. 
@ There is no religious 
instruction for Hindu 
upils. ‘“‘We ourselves 
Lave complicated the 
situation with our lin- 
guistic differences and 
the wide variety of 
practices. This makes 
Hindu children more 
vulnerable to outside in- 
fluences.” 


Doldrums 


@ Education for the 
community was in the 
doldrums from 1860 to 
about 1930. At the 
Round Table Confer- 
ence and the Cape Town 
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agreement of 1927 , 80 
percent of Indian pupils 
— most of them Hindus 
— were drop-outs by 
Std 2. There were only 
67 secondary school 
pupils, (300 in 1933). The 
Cape Town agreement 
stressed that Hindus 
were welcome to stay 
in South Africa if they 
accepted Western 
values. Westernisation 
thus became a matter 
of survival for most 
Hindus. 


© The Group Areas Act 
and subsequent resettle- 
ment under the act was 
the single ' ‘ :gest factor 
responsit'.. “We settled 
in this country in our 
linguistic groups. We 
developed our religious 
institutions according to 


.our areas, and thus 


preserved our culture. 
Today, all our old 
schools and institutions 
have been demolished 
as a result of this Act. 
We are all living in new 
environments with our 
neighbours speaking 
different languages. So 
we make less use of our 
languages as a method 
of communication and 
more use of English.” 
Mr Veerasamy urged 
all Hindus at a weekend 
meeting to give the 
Hindu Revival Cam- 
paign their fullest sup- 


port. 





"BATTLE' FOR BORDER TOWNS LOOMS 


Johannesburg RAND DAILY MAIL in English 21 Mar 84 p 10 


[Article by Barry Streek] 


[Text ] 


IN THE grand old days 
of separate develo 
ment, when Dr Hendrik 
Verwoerd reigned 
supreme over Govern- 
ment thinking, a key 
element of policy was 
the creation of separate 
economies in the 
“homelands”. 

Gradually, the absurdity 
of this policy gave way to 
the realisation that the de- 
velopment of South Africa 
was dependent on a single 
economy, regardless of 
political boundaries. 

Within this framework, 
the Government’s new de- 
centralisation incentives 
were revamped to lure in- 
dustrial development away 
from the major metropoli- 
tan areas to different re- 
gions, including the home- 
ands, where growth was 
most needed and where 
there were chronic unem- 


—_ 
he decentralisation poli- 
cies have been strongly cri- 
ticised by businessmen, the 
Progressive Federal Party 
and the Free Market Foun- 
dation as being uneconomic 
and expensive, as well as 
interfering, for ideological 
reasons, with the free-flow 
of investment. ns 
However, within the 
framework of Government 
policies, which aim to house 
as many black ple as 
ible inside the home- 
ands, new incentives to en- 
tice development to the 
more remote regions are 
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logical, and, if one accepts 
that the Government’s 
homeland and urbanisation 
policies are not about to be 
abandoned, they are prob- 
ably desirable. 

But an old problem is be- 
ginning to raise its head ina 
number of homelands. It is 
the problem of “leakage”. 

It is the term generally 
used to describe spending 
by homeland residents in 
surrounding areas, which 
are officially part of South 
Africa. 

The various homeland 
governments, understand- 
ably perhaps, feel this com- 
mercial activity should 
take place within their 
boundaries. 

Each one of the home- 
lands has its own budget — 
and although those budgets 


are heavily subsidised by 


South Africa, they also have 
internal sources of income, 
including taxes. 

It is obvious that the 
more money spent and in- 
vested in the homelands, the 
better it will be for those 
budgets and for the eco- 
nomic climate. 

It is within this context 
that the battle for the bor- 
der towns is taking place. 

When the Government 
first drew up the boundaries 
of what were then called 
“bantustans”, most of the 
border towns — many of 
them containing highly con- 
servative white residents — 
were neatly cut out of the 
homelands. 

The effective commer- 
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cial centres of the home- 
lands were, therefore, kept 
in South Africa. 

Even Port St Johns was 
excluded from Transkei ini- 
tially. Dr Verwoerd gave 
written assurances that it 
would not be incorporated 
into Transkei, but it had to 
renege on that promise. 

When Bophuthatswana 
ay its independence in 

978, Mafikeng, clearly the 
commercial centre of of the 
homeland, was left outside- 
despite complaints from 
President Lukas Mangope. 
Also left outside was So was 
Thaba ’Nchu. 

The Bophuthatswana 
Government did two things 
to promote its cause in the 
battle: it scrapped GST — 
later to restore it on luxury 

oods — and through the 
evelopment corporation, 
erected substantial shop- 
ping complexes in key 
points. 

When the white residents 
of Mafeking saw the signs 
and the shopping centre go- 
ing up in neighbouring 
Mmabatho, they quickly pe- 
titioned for incorporation, 
and the town, renamed Ma- 
fikeng, has prospered ever 
since. 

Last year, Thaba ’Nchu 
followed suit as the white 
residents realised they 
faced financial ruin if they 
stayed inside the official 
borders of South Africa. 

Zeerust could be next. 

A new shopping centre 
has been constructed inside 
Bophuthatswana, 40kms 
away at Lehurutsi. The 
buses have stopped coming 
as far as Zeerust and trade 
has declined dramatically. 
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Zeerust can — white 
and suffer or go into the 
homeland and prosper. 

Two much larger battles 
are developing in the Kuru- 
man and Rustenburg areas, 
where much of the consum- 
er trade is black, but where 
Bophuthatswana has taken 
deliberate steps to encour- 
age consumer spending 

thin its borders. 

New bypass roads have 
been constructed and new 
shopping complexes erect- 
ed at Mothibestad near 
Kuruman and at Mogwase 

formerly Heystekrand). 

million was spen- 

tin the 1982-83 financial 

ear on the development of 
ogwase. 

Its government is spend- 
ing substantial amounts of 
money to create facilities 
within the country so that 
the income earned in the 
new jobs can be spent with- 
in the country. 

But the battle is far from 
over. King William’s Town 
is soon to face serious com- 
petition from Bisho, the 
newly constructed capital 
of the Ciskei. 

By April this year, a 
R5 i00 000. bridge linking 
Bisho with the rest of the 
Ciskei over King William’s 
Town’s only road and rail 
access to “white” South 
Africa will be completed. 


The provision of —— 
complexes there with a 
major chain store as the 
principal tenant can only be 
a matter of time. And if 
Transkei scraps GST on 
non-luxury goods ... 


The battle for the border 
towns has only just begun. 











HIGHVELD METAL SALES BRIGHTER AS CHINESE SHUN MARKET 


SOUTH AFRICA 


Johannesburg RAND DAILY MAIL BUSINESS DAY in English 15 Mar 84 p 8 


[Article by Roger Gidlow] 


[Text ] 
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FOR most of last year the 

rices of vanadium pentox- 
ide and ferro-vanadium 
languished in the face of 
cheap supplies from China. 


At the same time demand for 
the end product, ferro-vanadium, 
also remained subdued because of 
sl] conditions in the world- 
wide steel industry. 

Since about November condi- 
tions have improved, however, 
with the free market price of pen- 
toxide rising from about §2 a 
pound to $2,25 on increased de- 
mand and a dearth of Chinese 


supplies. 

Highveld Steel has resumed 
ih of vanadium pentox- 
de at-its Vantia division. The 

lant had been idle since May but 

expected to produce about 3- 
million lb — 1 300 tons — of pen- 
toxide this year. 


It is apparently to be sold in 
Europe through its slag convert- 
ers there, a move which supports 
its converter clients and enables 
the company to avoid selling 
through merchants on the free 
market. 

The sudden change in condi- 
tions in the vanadium market 
raises some difficult marketing 
decisions for Highveld. During 
the past few years its control over 
the international vanadium mar- 
ket has been eroded. 
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This arose mainly because of 
China’s selling policies. It became 
a force in the market, not so much 
by virtue of the tonnage sold — 
about 10% of the material 
market in vanadium — but be- 
cause it had been offering vanadi- 
um to a coterie of dealing houses 
which has enabled them to devel- 
op a free market in pentoxide. 

This meant Highveld’s links 
with customers were put under 
strain and because some ap- 

red to switch to the free mar- 
et to obtain cheaper supplies. 
lf the absence of the Chinese 
from the market is long-term, 
Highveld might sell aggressively 
in the free market. 

On the other hand, if the Chi- 
nese stay out of the market for 
only a short period veld may 
well find it advisable to try to re- 
establish closer links with its tra- 


ditional customers offering 
discounts on free- et prices 
under contract. 

Some anal believe the ab- 
= hinese will not last 
ong. 


As long as the Chinese adopt a 


low profile, vanadium prices. 


should strengthen as recovery in 
world steel gathers pace. 

Even if Highveld adopted cau- 
tious pricing policies there could 
be room for a producer price in- 
crease this year. 
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NPI'S EXPLOSIVES EMPIRE CRUMBLES 


Johannesburg RAND DAILY MAIL BUSINESS DAY in English 21 Mar 84 p 1 


[Article by John Mulcahy] 


[Text ] THE chemical empire established 
by Mr Oliver Hill and Mr Max Hahn 
is crumbling fast with the provi- 
sional liquidation this week of three 
more group companies in the Rand 
Supreme Court. 


NPI Holdings (Pty), the ultimate hold- 
ing company in the group, was placed in 
voluntary liquidation on Monday night, 
together with NPI Management and Tech- 
(Pu) Services (Pty) and Bonus Fertilizers 

ty). 


In papers before Mr Justice Human the 
chief executive of the NPI group, Mr Oliver 
Hill, who is also managing director of NPI’s 
listed associate, Hanhill Industries, said the 
group had debts totalling R61,27m. 


Also, said Mr Hill, there were inter-com- 
pany loans totalling R85,13m. 


These amounts exclude contingent liabil. 
ties of companies in the group to creditors in 
terms of inter-company guarantees. 


In a separate affidavit Mr Max Hahn, the 
joint founder with Mr Hill of NPI, said in 
apers supporting the application for NPI 
oldings winding-up: “I am able to say that the 
respondent’s affairs are inextricably involved 
with those of the other companies in the group, 
and that it is just and equitable and appropri- 
ate that the respondent (NPI Holdings), as the 
ultimate holding company of the group, be 
placed in winding-up.’ 

‘rhe move followed the provisional liquida- 
tion of Swaziland Chemical Industries (SCI) 
earlier this month on orders of the Swazi 
government. 


SCI’s major creditors are Barclays Bank of 
Swaziland and Standard Bank of Swaziland. 


They are together owed about R31m. 
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From the papers before court it is clear that, 
because of the complex strucuture of the 
group, the companies are “inextricably inter- 
dependent” and that with the liquidation of SCi 
it was virtually inevitable that the other com- 
panies would follow. 

NPI creditors holding claims in excess of 
R50m met on March 15 and consensus was 
reached on these points: 

@ That. as the companies in the NPI group 
were unable to pay their debts, it was appro- 
riate that they be placed in winding-up or 
Judicial management, 
@ The creditors agreed that the winding-up 
would prevent further legal costs being in- 
curred through creditors*taking action, and the 
companies’ inability to meet their obligations; 
@ Several “large and substantial companies”, 
including Abercom, Triomf and AECI, had 
been negotiating with the NPI group’s man- 
a with a view to taking over the assets 
of some group compaaies. 


The creditors felt it was in their interests 
that the negotiations be conducted by a liqui- 
dator appointed by tlie Master of the Supreme 
Court, and not by the existing management. 


A copy of a directors’ resolution presented 
to the court shows it was originally intended to 
apply for the liquidation of all the companies 
in the group, including the listed Hanhill Indus- 
tries. 

But the list of companies in the directors’ 
resolution has been altered — Hanhill Indus- 
tries, Hanhill Equipment Company (Pty), and 
Ocean Gas Terminals were crossed off the list 
— leaving only the three companies for which 
application was made on Monday. 


What is not clear is whether (or when) appli- 


cation will be made for the winding up of 


Hanhill. A decision on its future will have to be 
made soon, as the liquidation process has been 
initiated for most ——s companies in the 
group, and this has obviously prejudiced Han- 
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hill’s earnings potential. , 

One of the companies now in provisional 
liquidation — NPI Management & Technical 
Services, is the holder, directly, cf 14% and, 
‘indirectly, of 42% of Hanhill, through IPI Con- 
tractors AG of Switzerland. 

Hanhill, in turn, holds 100% of Swaziland 
Chemical Investments ), which holds 100% 
of Swaziland Industries (SCI). SCI 
holds 100% of Bonus Fertilizers and of Ocean 
Gas Terminals. 

Ocean Gas is the company that runs the 
Maputo ammonia terminal, for which Mr 
Louis Luyt last week signed a purchase 
agreement. 

Mr Hill submitted in an affidavit that the 
most urgent matter for the NPI group was the 
preservation of the licence to produce Tovex 
explosives, obtained from Du Pont Industries 
of New York. 

Mr Hill said that without the licence 
National Explosives would not be able to 

roduce explosives and that, in terms of the 
icence agreement, the licence would be 


cancelled if “bankruptcy proceedings are initi- 


ated” against NPI (Pty), which holds the li- 
cen 


ce. 

Mr Hill’s affidavit continued: “This is why 
the latter (NPI Pty) has been singled out and 
will not be placed under provisional winding- 
up or provisional judicial management — 
the creditors agree.” 

According to the court papers National Ex- 
plosives must pay royalties totalling R400 000 
to Du Pont Industries by the end of the month. 

“Du Pont has said that if it is given assur- 
ances that its interests will be protected it will 
not cancel the licence because of non-payment 


of royalties.” 

Mr Hill stressed that negotiations with Du 
Pont would have to be fina before the end 
of this month. 


The return date for the provisional winding- 
up orders is May 15. 








FERTILIZER FIRM DEVASTATED BY DROUGHT 


Johannesburg RAND DAILY MAIL BUSINESS DAY in English 21 Mar 84 p 3 


[Article by John Mulcahy] 


[Text ] 


THE deeply-troubled National Pro- 
cess Industries group was at one 
time set to be one of South Africa’s 
industrial success stories. 

After years of bitter negotiating 
Mr Oliver Hill had succeeded in 
persuading the authorities that the 
a under which AECI ex- 
clusively supplied explosives to 
‘members of the Chamber of Mines 
was illegal. 

For a while it seemed that NPI — 
and its listed associate Hanhill In- 
dustries — would take off into the 
realms of super-profits. This was 
not to be. 

The worst drought in memory 
ummelled the group in its bread 
asket — the fertiliser division. 

It was, and is, early days for the 
potentially-lucrative National Ex- 
plosives, and for the time being its 
p would have to be support- 
ed by the less attractive but pre- 
viously steady fertiliser and chemi- 
cal divisions. 

But as the drought took its toll on 
the crops, demand for fertilisers 
dwindled and new producers came 
into the fray. 

Increased capacity and the slump 
had the caused price wars. Produc- 
ers that were heavily borrowed, 
Bonus Fertilizers being one of 
them, could no longer operate prof- 
itably. 

National Explosives is the one 
company in the NPI group that is in 
a reasonably comfortable position 
and being pursued by several suit- 
ors. 
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Tie NPI group was established 
by Mr Oliver Hill and Mr Max Hahn 
in 1960. Both chemical engineers, 
their first major project was a fert- 
iliser factory in Zimbabwe (then 


esia). 2 

The plant, for Sable Chemical In- 
dustries (Pty), was completed in 
1973, after which NPI sold its stake 
in Sable, retaining an ammonia ter- 
minal in Maputo (which is now 
owned by I subsidiary Ocean 
Gas Terminals). 

Mr Hill and NPI have never been 
far away from the headlines. Mr 
Hill’s outspoken criticism of big 
business has not endeared him to 
the business establishment. His suc- 
cess in breaking up the monopolis- 
tic explosives agreement made him 
even less popular. 

More recently, Mr Hill and arch- 
rival Mr Louis Luyt, chairman of 
Triomf Fertilizer Investments, 
were involved in a slanging match 
over alleged industrial espionage. 
There was no clear winner but it did 
little to defuse the bitter rivalry. 

For Mr Hill the days of talking 
are over. His group is so heavily in 
debt that creditors cannot hope to 
get more than a fraction of their 
claims paid, and even the star in the 
firmament — National Explosives 
— is unable to meet commitments. 

Mr Hill may not have made too 
many friends among big business- 
men but he represents a group that 
is unfortunately becoming all too 
endangered — the entrepreneur. 
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SA'S COSTLY SEARCH FOR OIL DEALS DESCRIBED 


Port Elizabeth EVENING POST in English 7 Mar 84 p 6 


[Article by Liz Van Den Nieuwenhof ] 


[Text ] 


SOUTH AFRICA, in its 
search for oil and arma- 
ments, has created a world 
df secret deals and shady 
transactions where wheel- 
er-dealers, operating in 
their own element, have 
taken the Government for 
an expensive ride. 

The latest glimpse of this 
shadowy world emerged 
this week in reports of a 
case brought by a British 
businessman, Mr Maurice 
Sellier, Mr Ezra Nonoo and 
a company called Trade 
and Technology (Holding) 
Ltd against Sasol. The case 
is to be heard in camera in 
the Rand Supreme Court 
next week and involves a 
claim of R270 million. 

The public gets only the 
barest glimmering of what 
goes on in such cases. Hints 
of bogus deals conducted 
under “national security” 
crop up in the odd court 
reference, or in reports 
from foreign countries. 
There are frequent ru- 
mours of financially disas- 
trous deals. 

In particular, the secrecy 
provisions of the Petroleum 
Procurement Act and the 
Defence Act have enabled 
swindlers to use South 
Africa for devious multi- 
million rand deals without 
their activities becoming 
known. 

The most notorious case 
so far was the Salem fraud 
— the greatest maritime 
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fraud in history — which 
has been a hot issue inter- 
nationally since December 
1979. 

Briefly, the Salem was 
scuttled off the west coast 
of Africa to conceal the fact 
that its cargo had been 
clandestinely sold to South 
Africa. 

It cost South Africa R37- 
million when the fraud was 
discovered. 

After a 15-month investi- 
gation, a report has been 
sent to the Greek and Dutch 
governments, but the South 
African public and Parlia- 
ment remain in the dark. 

The legal screen behind 
which oil transactions are 
conducted has also hidden 
from the public the details 
of a massive claim for R84- 
million filed in the Rand 
Supreme Court against Mr 
Marino Chiavelli, the oil 
billionaire who has bought 
lavish homes in Johannes- 
burg and Cape Town. 


Details of this civil ac- 
tion, brought by millionaire 
Mr Taki Xenopoulos, have 
been kept secret in terms of 
a ruling under the Petrol- 
eum Procurement Act. The 
action contains no sugges- 
tion of criminal activity, 
but it has focused attention 
repeatedly on the curious 
background of Mr Chia- 
velli. 

The Italian, often de- 
scribed as one of the mas- 
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terminds of the inter- 
national oil trade, has been 
granted permanent resi- 
dence despite the fact that 
he failed in his application 
to disclose a criminal 
record. To the mystery of 
his background has been 
added the glamour of his 
lifestyle at Summer Place, 
a Johannesburg mansion he 
bought for R1,8-million. 

When Oppostion MPs 
asked about Mr Chiavelli in 
Parliament, they were 
warned “they had never 
been closer to treason.” 

Far more ominous is the 
case of Mr Richard 
Mueller, another free- 
spending millionaire who 
chose the sunny shores of 
Souh Africa and used his 
Cape Town-based com- 
pany, Micro-Electronics 
Research Institute, as a 
channel through which to 
move highly sophisticated 
computer equipment to the 
Soviet Union. 

His company and South 
Africn operations are now 
being scrutinised by intelli- 
gence networks in the Unit- 
ed States, Britain and West 
Germany. 

In South Africa no cem- 
ment is being given... it 
concerns internal security. 

Mr Mueller, together 
with his partner, Volker 
Nast, arrived with their 
families in 1982 and imme- 
diately adopted a “lavish 
lifestyle”. 

On Mueller’s shopping 
list was Barbara Barnard’s 
R300 000 house. Later he 
bought a R2-million Con- 
stantia wine farm, Buiten- 
verwachting. 

Mr Mueller abruptly left 
South Africa on a direct 
flight from Durban to 
London in September. 

It was later discovered 
that he and Mr Nast had 
been involved in several 
cases of high-technology 
dealings with Eastern bloc 
countries and both ran foul 
of the United States Export 
Administration Act. 


During an intensive Ger- 
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man investigation it was 
discovered that five truck- 
loads of strategic comput- 
ers had crossed the East 
German border two years 
ago. 

Mr Mueller is believed to 
have imported the equip- 
ment into South Africa be- 
fore shopping it to Russia. 

Even more bizarre is the 
case of the “oil sniffer” 
scandal that rocked France 
last year when it was dis- 
closed that the French Gov- 
ernment had been tricked 
into paying for a bogus 
‘sniffer plane’ to fly around 
sniffing for oil. 

A French report on the 
subject brought to light 
that South Africa, too, had 
lost about R5-million in an 
experimental search for oil 
with “sniffers” over Zulu- 
land. The money lost was 
described by the Deputy Di- 
rector-General of Mineral 
and Energy Affairs, Dr W L 
van Wyk, as “not a scandal, 
but risk capital spent.” 

Little is known about the 
affair. 

In December, 1979, the 
Government had to step in 
to kill a R100-million Venda 
“development deal” with a 
mysterious Middle East 
broker, Mr Salim El Hajj, 
believed to have become 
R8-million richer after 
making a similar deal with 
Transkei. 

Mr El Hajj had an- 
nounced in 1978 that he had 
sold Transkei an extrava- 
gant R450-million loan 
scheme for “the develop- 
ment of an oil refinery, har- 
bour and international air- 
port.” 

Plans were apparently 
delayed because the home- 
land could not make the 
R16-million down payment. 

It was believed, however, 
that Mr El Hajj had re- 
ceived R8-million from 
struggling Transkei before 
it was decided to “post- 
pone” the deal — a charge 
that he persistently denied. 

When his attentions were 
turned to Venda, the South 
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African Government 
moved in quickly after cer- 
tain South African officials 
seconded to the Venda De- 
velopment Corporation had 
been impressed by Mr El 
Hajj — then Iscor’s Middle 
East agent. 

Mr El Hajj had for sever- 
al years held the multi-mil- 
lion rand agency in the Mid- 
dle East for South African 
steel and timber, but a 
month after the Venda con- 
troversy he was fired by 
Iscor after his credentials 
were re-checked. 

Shortly after Press re- 
ports on Mr El Hajj’s abor- 
tive deals with Transkei 
and Venda, he claimed 
R327-million in damages 
from South African Associ- 
ated Newspapers but last 
month his attorneys in- 
formed Saan’s attorneys 
that their client had with- 
drawn any action against 
.he company and agreed to 
pay costs. 

Commenting in an inter- 
view on the secrecy sur- 
rounding such deals, Mr 
Michael Spicer, of the South 
African Institute of Inter- 
national Affairs, said: 
“There is a necessity for a 
certain amount of secrecy 
to avoid those opposed to 
South Africa from prevent- 
ing certain deals. But be- 
cause South Africa has be- 
come a pariah, chances are 
higher of it being taken for 
a ride.” 

Mr Spicer said it was to 
be questioned where 
national interest ended and 
obsession with secrecy 
started. 

“As far as arms trading 
is concerned, South Africa 
has been trying to defuse 
the constraints placed on it 
since the United Nations 
arms embargo. 

“For this it needed a 
measure of secrecy... it 
couldn’t broadcast what it 
was doing to the world. 

“But the penalty we will 
pay is that unless the Gov- 
ernment exercises great 
vigilance, it will be prone to 
rip-offs,” he said. 
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TAPPING OF TELEPHONES DENOUNCED 
Kimberley DIAMOND FIELDS ADVERTISER in English 7 Mar 84 p 19 
[Editorial: "Tapping Our Telephones"] 


[Text] IT CANNOT be said how many telephones are being tapped in Kimberley 
because no list is kept of persons whose phones are being tapped, says the 
Regional Director of Posts and Telecommunications, Mr C. J. Visser. 


It is an interesting answer because Post Office officials in Kimberley have in 
the past thrown up their hands in horror at the mere suggestion that phones 
are being tapped. 


And the question arises whether there are so many people in Kimberley whose 
telephones are tapped that a list would have to be compiled to count them? 


Are there, Mr Visser? 


The second question is whether all this tapping is legal in terms of the Post 
Office Act and whether it is all in the interests of State Security? 


Of course, many victims (invariably non-members of the National Party) ques- 
tion that it is. They see it as a form of snooping and eavesdropping and 
harassment. They also wonder whether permission is renewed at six-monthly 
intervals as it is supposed to be. 


If it is, one wonders why, if breaches of security are occurring, the practice 
continues indefinitely year after year after year, allowing the suspected 
"breaches' to continue year after year after year. 


Then, of course, there is the problem of letters that don't arrive, which ar- 
rive opened (readers will have seen Mike Lloyd's letter in the DFA recently), 
parcels which have ‘inspection’ holes in them and parcels that are 
damaged--even when insured. 


One DFA staff member has had an estimated 100 or more parcels with holes in 
them over a period of six years. 


Can this be purely Post Office negligence or is it all justified in the inter- 
ests of ‘state security’. 
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Complaints are met with bland explanations or blank denials. 


While innocent persons are subjected to this continual invasion of privacy, 
spies like Gerhardt go about their business for years without being caught, 
and others who are alleged to use South Africa as a base to transfer sensi- 
tive equipment from America to Russia simply skip the country. 


The Post Office, which should have the full trust of the public, in fact be- 
comes a main source of this invasion of privacy. 


We doubt that Mr Visser's answer on telephone tapping in Kimberley would be so 
bland if he was one of the persons affected. Nor would he be very happy if 
his post was being tampered with. 


Right, Mr Visser? 
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CSIR WARNED OF SULPHUR DIOXIDE POLLUTION THREAT 

Johannesburg MINING WEEK in English 14 Mar 84 ppl, 3 

[Article by Madden Cole] 

[Text] MORE THAN 3 000 tons of sulphur dioxide were released into the atmos- 
phere a day and indications were that it would become worse, Mr R von Gogh of 


the CSIR told Mining Week. 


"Power stations in the Eastern Transvaal are mainly responsible for these 
emissions which are released at high levels." 


Mr Von Gogh said that a further 350 tons was released at low levels by burning 
coal dumps which caused a worrisome sulphur dioxide presence in the immediate 
vicinity. 


"New dumps which have gone over to compaction and soil separation are not a 
problem. It is some of the old dumps which are the culprits". 


Solved 
Mr Von Gogh said that the power stations which burned about two-thirds of all 
coal used on the Highveld, had solved their short-range problems by means of 


the tall-stack pollution control policy. 


"This distributes the pollution over a large area and effectively controls it 
in the immediate vicinity of the power stations. 


"But as there are no plans ahead to desulphur the flue emissions, the effects 
of long-range fall-out should be considered. 


"At present no research is being done on the long-range transportation of 
pollutants," he pointed out. 


"We don't know where they are going and in what quantities. In fact knowledge 
of high-level emission eftects outside the surrounding areas of power stations 
is scant." 


An area of concern was the Eastern Transvaal Lowveld and Northern Natal as 
smoke plumes often travelled in this direction, Mr Von Gogh said. 
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"Although the soil to some extent be buffered against the effects of sulphur 
dioxide by adding fertilisers, there are no known counter-measures to protect 
forests and fisheries." 


Because the power stations are concentrated in a small area, emissions in the 
Eastern Transvaal are higher than the equivalent to similar blocks in the 
United States. 


"The spatial scale of emissions are not as bad as in America, but the 
intensity certainly is." 


The pollution problem was severe now, but with a doubling of power station 
capacity planned for the next 10 to 15 years, Mr Von Gogh said that problems 
would increase, especially with regard to long-range fallout. 


"Escom does not remove any sulphur from coal prior to burning. This can be 
done by coal beneficiation which could lead to a significant reduction in sul- 
phur content. 


"But this could increase the cost of power by as much as 20 percent. The 
question is whether the public is prepared to pay this price for clean air." 


"If for instance emission doubles, will that result in a doubling of acid 
rain? We do not have the answer at this stage." 


Mr Von Gogh said that until a change to nuclear power was introduced, the 
general pollution problems would increase. 


"I see nuclear power as an alternative energy source for the interim. But the 
economic and social implications are immense." 


The immediate priority was to set up a proper 


An alternative was to trap the sulphur dioxide before emission from the flue, 
Mr Von Gogh said. But containment would present a problem. 


"The highly toxic substance could seep into ground water and cause another 
pollution hazard. So from an air pollution problem, we will have a mass con- 
tainment problem." 


Another controversy still to be settled was the relationship between power 
Station emissions and acid rain. monitoring system and assess the effects of 
emissions especially the long range fall-out. 


"Then we will be able to see what the effects on the environment are. If it 
is really bad we will just have to climb in and attack the problem seriously." 


"But it is going to be a big job, and I do not believe that pollution in SA 


will ever be lower than it is now," Mr Von Gogh said. 
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BRIEFS 


ABSENTEEISM COSTS--CAPE TOWN--Absenteeism costs South Africa about R3 500 
million a year--more than the annual defence budget, according to the Sigma 
Motor Corporation's senior medical officer. Dr Quenton Weilbach was address- 
ing a symposium of the Society of ocupational Health Nurses in Cape Town yes- 
terday. ''What we spend on defence we lose on production," he said. After 
investigating over 60 000 sick-leave certificates issued over five years, Dr 
Weilbach found that at least 20 percent of cases of absenteeism due to illness 
were fraudulent or unjustified. South Africa "lost at least R700 million last 
year through unacceptable sickness absence”. Half of these “unacceptable” 
illnesses started on Mondays, 25 percent on Tuesdays and the remaining 25 per- 
cent was spread over the rest of the week, Dr Weilbach said. [Text] [Johan- 
nesburg THE CITIZEN in English 28 Mar 84 p 13] 


TRADE SURPLUS DOWN--PRETORIA--SOUTH Africa's trade surplus narrowed to R78,1- 
million in February from R175,7-million in January and R622.7-m in February 
1983, Customs and Excise figures show. February exports fell to R1,82-bil- 
lion from R1.85-billion in January while imports rose to R1l./74-billion from 
R1.67-billion. Exports for the first two months of this year totalled R3,6/7- 
billion and imports R3,4l-billion, giving a surplus of R253.8-million for the 
year to date, down from the R949.4-million a year ago. [Text] [Johannesburg 
THE CITIZEN in English 29 Mar 84 p 33] 


DEVELOPMENT BOARDS--CAPE TOWN--An Act providing for the replacement of Admin- 
istration Boards by Development Boards will take effect from April 1, it was 
announced in Cape Town. In a joint statement, Dr Piet Koornhof, the Minister 
of Co-operation and Development, and Dr George Morrison, his deputy, said a 
proclamation on the coming into operation of the Black Communities Develop- 
ment Act would appear in the Government Gazette on March 30. The conversion 
of the Administration Boards into Development Boards ould "promote the via- 
bility, the development and autonomy of Black communities and of Black persons 
and ... prevent the economic and social decline of those communities and per- 
sons,'' the Ministers said. The Act also provides for the repeal of a large 
number of existing legal measures affecting Black communities. Dr Koornhof 
and Dr Morrison said the two Administration Boards operating in Natal would be 
replaced by one development body for the province, except for the prescribed 
area of Charlestown. The new Board would provisionally be known as the Port 
Natal Development Board but a more appropriate name was being sought, the 
Statement said. [Text] [Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 28 Mar 84 p 4} 
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PASS RAID DELAYS PRODUCTION--PORT ELIZABETH--Officials of the East Cape Admin- 
istration Board (Ecab) yesterday forcibly removed about 120 Black workers from 
the production lines of a softdrink factory in Port Elizabeth because they 
were not in possession of their passes. A spokesman for SA Bottling (EP) 

(Pty) Ltd said two of the factory's three production lines were out of opera- 
tion and eight out of the company's 22 delivery trucks were out of action be- 
cause the drivers were in detention. ‘The company is very upset about this 
action and has undertaken to pay employees their wages for the time they have 
been detained and to pay the fine if there is a fine imposed on any of the 
employees.'' [Text] [Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 29 Mar 84 p 15] 


REIN ON ISCOR'S ENERGY--AN energy bill of R100-million a year has prompted 
Iscor's Vanderbijlpark Works to order a computerised energy control centre 
(ECC) system. Designed by Tek Logic, it will permit efficient management and 
optimisation of energy usage. Tek Logic, a subsidiary of Federale Volksbeleg- 
gings, is well advanced with the final testing of the R5,5-million system. 
Conservative estimates put the payback time at two and a half years. The 
works consumes several forms of energy, including electricity, coke oven gas, 
blast furnace gas, HNX, steam, industrial gas, LP gas, oxygen and nitrogen. 
Extensive instrumentation gathers data on the consumption of these resources 
from 2 000 points around the plant. The data is channelled through 124 col- 
lection points, 36 remote units, and seven data highways to a micro-processor 
based front-end processor. Here the data is pre-processed and relevant 
changes fed to the central ECC system. [Text] [Johannesburg SA INDUSTRIAL 
WEEK in English 13 Mar 84 p 4] 


URYHEID-RICHARDS BAY RAILWAY--THE cost of construction of three tunnels and 
four bridges for the doubling of the Richards Bay coal railway in the hilly 
Ulundi area of northern Natal is expected to be in the region of R10-million. 
Doubling the track, which links Vryheid and Richards Bay is going ahead 
steadily as coal exports from the Eastern Transvaal and Northern Natal coal- 
fields build up. Mr I G Jeffriss, an executive of Cementation (Africa Con- 
tracts) which was awarded the contract for the job, said work had already be- 
gun on the tunnels and bridges which should be completed by the end of 1986. 
The tunnels will be 485 m, 469 m and 312 m in length. The bridges occur in an 
8 km stretch of the line. There are to be two flat deck bridges of 110 m and 
150 m in length, and two arch bridges of 110 m and 230 m. Mr Jeffriss said 
construction would take into account the proneness to flooding in the region, 
as happened in the recent cyclones. Cementation has also been awarded a R435- 
000 contract for remedial works on Mkuze road bridge which was damaged by 
Cyclone Domoina. [Text] [Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 27 Mar 84 p 23] 


PRETORIA RADIO-TV CENTER--MURCOMS, a company in the Murray & Roberts Group, 
has completed the R12-million radio and television centre at Weavind Park, 
Pretoria, for the SABC. The company handed over the facilities four months 
ahead of time. ''The contract involved the provision of sophisticated televi- 
sion studios, control stuies, scenery workshops, language dubbing studios, 
outside broadcast garages and office accommodation. In addition, a radio 
studio block and an entrance to the complex was constructed," explains Brian 
Shanahan, Murcoms' MD. Work on the project, which is located on the 7,8 ha 
site of the former National Film Board studios, commenced in April 1981. 
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Apart from the construction of the new facilities, the contract involved ex- 
tensive alterations and refurbishing to the existing buildings. The altera- 
tion work, which represented the initial phase of the project, amounted to 
R3-million and the fragmented nature of the contract presented a challenging 
task. Features included: --an interview studio with special cladding and a 
raised concrete floor on Mason springs --a drama studio with special wall 
cladding and a "dead" area for certain recordings --a music/variety room with 
floating floors on Omega springs and insulated cavity walls with special 
acoustic cladding --a sound studio on springs which floats independently of 
the main structure --control studios and a TV equipment room with raised com- 
puter floors to accommodate technical installations. [Text] [Johannesburg SA 
INDUSTRIAL WEEK in English 13 Mar 84 p 6] 


DLODLO DETENTION--THE Directorate for Public Relations of the police yesterday 
confirmed the detention of Mrs Phondi Dlodlo under the Internal Security Act. 
Mrs Dlodlo was taken from her Meadowlands home last week and is being held 
under Section 29 of the Act. She is the mother of Linda who died soon after 
release from detention in 1982. [Text] [Johannesburg SOWETAN in English 

27 Mar 84 p 3] 


NEW GAS FACILITY--A R5,5-million plant has been opened in Epping, by Union 
Liquid Air, confident of growth in the Western Cape as industry expands. The 
plant will produce nitrogen, oxygen, argon, carbon dioxide, hydrogen and other 
Specialised gases. It adjoins an existing plant, which will be kept for 
Standby use. The new plant is highly automated and can be operated by the 
present staff. Theo Behrens, director of Wesgro, the Western Cape industrial 
promotion body, says the new plant is only one of several large projects re- 
cently completed or under construction such as the R40-million corporate head- 
quarters of Mobil. ‘Confidence in the Western Cape is clearly growing," he 
says. "I am also receiving inquiries from overseas, particularly from firms 
in Europe interested in finding industrial sites. [Text] [Johannesburg SA 
INDUSTRIAL WEEK in English 6 Mar 84 p 3] 


FISHING IN MOZAMBICAN WATERS--DURBAN--When Mozambique's rich fishing grounds 
are opened to South African trawlers, and "armada" will steam to the area to 
make the most of the vast, untapped resources of crayfish, langoustine and 
prawns, according to Durban fishermen. ''We are relying on the South African 
and Mozambican Governments to help us get the necessary permits to trawl in 
Mozambique waters," said Mr Aubrey Shooter, owner of Shooter's trawlers. The 
best shellfish spots, he said, were north of Beira and it was years since 
fishing vessels had been in that area. He was confident that permission would 
be granted for trawling rights off Mozambique. ''We are only too willing to 
pay for fishing rights as long as there is a chance of us going into the 
area,'' Mr Shooter said. Should permission be granted, shellfish is expected 
to be much cheaper in South African restaurants. Mr Shooter said his trawler, 
the R30 000 Morning Star, was still being held by Mozambique authorities since 
it had been impounded in April last year. ''Since Mozambique closed their 
fishing grounds to us, we have had to do our best to make ends meet." [Text] 
[Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 28 Mar 84 p 12] 
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UPPER VOLTA 


POLITICAL, IDEOLOGICAL DEVELOPMENT OF ARMY ADDRESSED 
Ouagadougou CARREFOUR AFRICAIN in French No 820, 2 Mar 84 p 25-26 
[Article by Sie' Offi Some: "The Beginning of a long Metamorphosis"] 


[Excerpts] "A military man without any political training is a criminal 

who is in power." There are few citizens of Upper Volta who do not remember 
this phrase, which is the motto of the CSPl military magazine THE PEOPLE'S 
ARMY. This progressive attitude toward the army provoked a lot of distur- 
bance within an institution in which the partisans of a sleep-inducing, 
apolitical sentiment for a neo-colonial type of army that was anti-populist 
in its methods, had immediately called it scandalous and an end to the army 
pure and simple. Today, 7 months after the occurrence of the revolutionary 
movement the army is still in existence, and is gradually consolidating its 
integration into the life of the country. 


Towards a New Army 


The CNR organized a seminar last week for politico/ideological training so 

as to accelerate change and make people forget the sad condition of an army 
previously synonymous with repression and far removed from the concerns of 
the people, reserving many privileges for itself. This meeting, which lasted 
6 days, is a continuation of the first interministerial seminar concerning 
the army which was held in November 1983. 


Forty CDR delegates from various military and paramilitary units which were 
in the forefront of the military leadership of the revolution in the army, 
pondered at length from the 20th to the 26th February the question: "How 
can we make this institution an Army of Upper Volta rather than an army in 
Upper Volta" according to the Presdient of the CNR. 


How can the army be revoluticrized? Comrade President gave some hints by 
asking the military men to take some revolutionary actions: democratization 
of promotions and sanctions, systematic assessment and self-assessment 

within the regiments with the participation of all soldiers, participation 

by the military units in the socio-economic development within their zone 

of operations, etc. In order to bring all this about, along with other 
activities listed in the agenda of the three missions assigned to the People's 


68 





Army by the CNR," the delegates will have to arm themselves with courage 

and prepare for politico/ideological training," said Lt Pierre Ouedraogo, 

the national secretary-general of the CDR from its inception. The third 
mission (revolutionisation) sets the conditions for the other two missions 
(operations and production: i.e., an operational army and a productive army. 
It will be commanded by the national CDR leader who will call delegates to 
practice vigilance in combatting reactionary rumors. 


12248 
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UPPER VOLTA 


COUNTRY'S OCCUPATIONAL MEDICINE NATIONALIZED 
Ouagadougou CARREFOUR AFRICAIN in French No 820, 2 Mar 84 pp 29-30 
[Article by Luc-Adolphe Tiao: "Occupational Medicine Nationalized"] 


[Text] Since the nationalization of the practice of occupational medicine, 
which occurred on the 20th of February, there has been a great deal of contro- 
versy due to the fact that this decision is of great importance to the masses 
of the people. 


On the political front, the nationalization of occupational medicine consti- 
tutes another step taken by CNR toward a state-controlled system of health. 
Until now, liberal medicine was enjoying luxury status among the middle 
classes of the city, but this did not provide the necessary means for fulfill- 
ing the health needs of the people in a country where the standard of living 
is very low. 


The practice of occupational medicine itself illustrates this situation. 
Either through political ties or through those of friendship, certain physi- 
cians were "in the tow" of a few corporations for whom they treated the 
workers. At a time when occupational medicine pays very well! By means 

of this parallel practice, a physician can earn at least twice the salary 

he obtains from the Public Health service. Moreover, it is not surprising 

to see that some physicians spend most of their time in company based infirm- 
aries rather than in their government offices. 


Not only does this practice create injustice at the heart of the profession, 
but it wrongs the hundreds of patients who do not have the opportunity to 
benefit from occupational medicine. Thus, on the social front, the national- 
ization of occupational medicine reestablishes justice and balances the 
interests of the people. 


As indicated in a press releese from the Ministry of Health, from now on the 
practitioners nominated for this purpose will assure that occupational medicine 
will be fairly administered. 


At the same time, this will put an end to contracts often signed among friends. 
From now on, money formerly paid to contracting physicians will come back 
officially to the State Treasury. Even though revenue which the Public 

Health service an obtain from this practice is by no means small, the essential 
purpose of this revolutionary act resides in its principle. 
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Naturally, these actions by the revolutionary government raise dissatisfaction 
among certain groups of physicians who see their own interests being 
threatened by the CSPI with the suppression of rebates and more recently, 

the control of private hospitals along with a lowering of compensation. 


Fortunately, one can stili count upon patriotic physicians who do not play 
their money interests against the interests of the people. 


These patriotic physicians deserve to be encouraged so that they don't have 
the feeling of making sacrifices for nothing. And this means that we 
improve their material conditions of work. 


To be brief: the minister of health has taken the bull by the horns and since 
the 4th of August he has been working on issues of burning importance which 
must soon be resolved in the light of decisions previously taken. This matter 
concerns private hospitals and clinics. But the importance of the subject 
requires public debate on the question and the adoption of an objective 
solution which would take account of the realities of the present political 
and economic situation of our country. 


12248 
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UPPER VOLTA 


STUDENT GROUP PRAISES CNR, DENOUNCES SNEAHV 
AB200815 Ouagadougou Domestic Service in French 2000 GMT 19 Mar 84 


[Statement issued by the Committee for the Coordination of Revolutionary De- 
fense Committees at the University of Ouagadougou on 19 March 1984 at the end 
of a general assembly held at the university by Defense Committee militants 
on 19 March 1984] 


[Text] Since 4 August 1983, Upper Volta has been going through a glorious 
phase of its history with the coming to power of the People's Democratic 
Revolution, RDP. In fact, the Upper Voltan people, by choosing the RDP, have 
consciously chosen to resolutely take their destiny into their own hands, to 
count first of all on their own strength, and to back all people struggling 
against international imperialism. 


This People's Democratic Revolution is consolidated daily in spite of the 
activities of the reactionary bourgeoisie and international imperialism, 
whose representatives continually invent all kinds of plots, intrigues, and 
shady deals in order to destroy the revolution. To be precise, the oppor- 
tunistic leadership of the National Union of Upper Voltan Teachers, SNEAHV, 
which is a true Trojan horse of national and international reaction, has, 
under the pretext of union struggle, been waging an offensive war on the 
revolution since its creation. These counterrevolutionaries, who are linked 
to the reactionary political forces, especially the [word indistinct], the 
clergy, and some reactionary elements in the army, and who enjoy the active 
support of international imperialism, are attemtping to use the teachers' 
union to attack the National Council of the Revolution [CNR] and its revolu- 
tionary government. 


Under the pretext of union struggle, this counterrevolutionary leadership con- 
demned the CNR 2 days after it came into power, called on its militants to 
disassociate themselves from the August Revolution, [word indistinct] pre- 
dicted the imminent fall of the CNR, issued filthy tracts and circulars about 
the CNR government, the revolutionary government, and so on. Finally, they 
called for a strike in circular letter No 81042/RNSNEAHV of 12 March 1984. 


It is obvious that the SNEAHV leadership wants to discredit the CNR and to 
contribute to the weakening of the revolution. This call for a strike falls 
within the framework of a huge plot organized by local and international reac- 
tion to destroy the revolution. Under the pretext of union solidarity, the 
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counterrevolutionaries have been calling on their militants to attack the 
revolution directly, yet these very counterrevolutionaries have received 
huge sums of money which will enable them to escape if their plans fail. 
This clearly shows that these opportunists are ready to sacrifice the ma- 
jority of militants, such as those in the SNEAHV, on the altar of repression 
to attain their reactionary goals. 


In light of what was said earlier, we would like to say that we will break up 
strikes, act against unions and their achievements, and against mass organiza- 
tions, only if they are not revolutionary. This is why we, the militants of 
the CDR of the University of Ouagadougou, who held a general assembly on Mon- 
day 19 March 1984 at 0800, are ready to assume all our responsibilities in the 
face of the attempts by the puppet leadership of the SNEAHV, that is, by striv- 
ing to protect the student's interests and taking up arms in order to foil 
reactionary plots. We call on all misused militants of the SNEAHV to assume 
all their responsibilities by withdrawing from the counterrevolutionary path 

to follow the revolutionary path. We call on parents to avoid being intoxi- 
cated and to send their children to school. We call on the CDR's in secondary 
schools to mobilize themselves in order to foil the strike and on all mili- 
tants of the RDP to mobilize themselves within their CDR's to foil the strike. 
We call on all unions to stand up against the subversive and counterrevolution- 
ary activities of the opportunistic leadership of the SNEAHV. We call on all 
student comrades and militants on vacation in the provinces to mobilize them- 
selves within their CDR's to face this strike. 


The fatherland or death, we will win! 


CS0e 3419/533 - END - 
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